SITE #15

REGION III

CERCLA EMERGENCY RESPONSE/IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION FACTS SHEET
SITE: Turco Coatings Facility

SIZE: 1 acre

LOCATION: Phoenixville, Pennsylvania

APPROVAL DATE:
PROJECT DATES:

DESCRIPTION:

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL:

QUANTITIES REMOVED:

0ScC:
REMOVAL CONTRACTOR:

DISPOSAL LOCATIONS:

PROJECT CEILING:
PROJECT COST:

COMMENTS :

February 10, 1983
February 10, 1983 through March 11, 1983

The Turco Coatings facility manufactured paints,
varnishes and other allied products. A site visit
revealed over 500 drums and several storage tanks on site
containing waste materials. Many drums were rusted and
haphazardly strewn about. Large areas of stained soils
surrounding the drums indicated that drum contents had
spilled or leaked out. Data collected during site visits
confirmed that the site posed an imminent and substantial
threat to the public health due to fire, explosion and
direct contact threats.

Paint solvents and paint solids.

5700 gallons flammable liquids, 350 drums flammable
solids, 64 tons hazardous sludges and solids, 1600
gallons contaminated water.

Bruce Potoka

Rollins Environmental Services, Inc.

Rollins, Bridgeport, NJ, RCRA #NJD053288239

(incineration)

DuPont Chambersworks, Deepwater, NJ, RCRA #NJD002385730
(wastewater)

SCA Landfill, Model City, NY, RCRA #NYD049836679

$204,930

$191,996 (estimate)

The site was located in the center city of Phoenixville,
which required the utmost care in handling of drums and

in monitoring air quality. On-gite activities were
hampered by heavy snow (>24") and severe mud conditions.

Maloll Sl

Bruce P&tbka, 0SC
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SECTION I

FOREWORD



Turco Coatings
0SC Report
Foreword

This report is submitted in accordance with procedures outlined in the National
01l and Hazardous Substances Contingency Plan. The primary thrust of the plan
1s to provide a coordinated Federal response capability at the scene of an
unplanned or sudden discharge of o0il or hazardous substance that poses a threat
to the public health or welfare. 1In addition, the provisions of the
Comprehensive Enviornmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA),
permit a coordinated Federal response to mitigate situations at hazardous waste
sites which pose an imminent hazard to public health. The former Turco
Coatings facility presented an imminent hazard to public health in terms of
fire and explosion as well as direct contact, thus providing a legal basis for
Federal response activities. The provisions of the National Contingency Plan

were implemented by the United States Environmental Protection Agency, Region

ITI, Philadelphia, PA.

Special thanks are extended to the many agencies and groups who participated in
the Federal Removal Activity. The extra effort provided by all these agencies
and groups enabled a timely and efficient cleanup, successfully removing the

threat to public health and the environment.

The Norristown Region of the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental
Resources, with the assistance of Mr. Frank Holmes (PADER-0SC), added
lmmeasurably to the overall success of this operation. The Borough of
Phoenixville, under the direction of Borough Manager Mr. Mark Coren provided
both logistical and material support throughout this project which greatly
aided on-scene operations. The borough and local agencies were closely

involved with all phases of the removal.

The continuity of operations through resources marshalled to deal with changes
under emergency conditions, required extra effort by all involved individuals.
I wish to thank all of the persons who contributed to the successful response
and commend them on their professional and expert handling of this major

pollution incident.

Bruce Potoka
On—-Scene Coordinator
Region 111, EPA



SECTION 1II

INTRODUCTION



Introduction

The Turco Coatings facility 1s located adjacent to the French Creek in the
Borough of Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. The facility manufactured paints,
varnishes, enamels, hand cleaners and allied products during a period of
approximately 45 years. During this period, the Turco facility reportedly
utilized 55-gallon drums in conjunction with above and below ground tanks for
waste storage. At least one area on-site indicated that on-site disposal did
occur. This was substantiated during conversations with past employees. The
Turco facility filed for bankruptcy sometime in January of 1980. Superior
Industries, Ltd., a beverage company located adjacent to Turco, purchased the
property with the intentions of cleaning the property and expanding their

operations.

A site assessment performed by EPA, FIT and TAT in May of 1982 indicated that
roughly 800, 55-gallon drums were located on-site. Most of these drums were
open and many were rusted and haphazardly strewn about. Large areas of stained
soil were noted in the vicinity of the drum piles, indicating that their
contents had spilled or leaked on the ground. Subsequent site visits indicated
that the owner had begun a limited cleanup of the site which primarily
consisted of relocating waste materials to an unsecured, semi-enclosed area at
the rear of the property, thereby greatly increasing the risk of fire and

explosion.

A site visit on February 3, 1983 by EPA, ERT, TAT, PADER and local officials
revealed over 500 drums and several storage tanks on site containing waste
materials. Organic vapors were detected on-site using photoionization and
flame ionization detectors. In addition, explosivity readings taken on-site in
the head space of several drums indicated the potential for fire and

explosion.

The owner refused to take further action to remove these wastes from the site.
Fire Department reports included several fires within the period prior to the
cleanup, confirming the threat of vandalism, arson and consistent use of the

facility as a "hang-out" by local youths.



Introduction (cont'd)

Based on these observations and consultation with State and local agencies, the
0SC determined that the site posed an imminent and substantial threat to the

public health due to the fire, explosion and direct contact threats.

Funding was received on February 10, 1983. Cleanup operations commenced

immediately and continued through March 11, 1983.



SECTION II1I

PHOTOGRAPHS



1. First day of operations, February 2, 1983 showing heavy snowfall and
main drum storage shed.
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2. Workers clearing 24" of snow to create a drum staging area.



4. Main drum storage shed - inside loading dock area.



5. Drum showing Flammable Liquid placarding.

6. Drums in main storage shed showing spillage.




7. EPA Environmental Emergency Branch monitoring drum staging operation.

- Atlantic Strike Team member passes through decontamination

U.S. Coast Guard
zone (DRZ).

8.



9. Member of the U.S. Coast Guard - Atlantic Strike Team meets with the OSC to
review contractor daily reports as part of the detailed cost control and
contractor monitoring followed during the Turco Removal.



10. Frank Holmes, PADER 0SC, uses a metal detector to search for buried tanks
near secondary drum storage area.

11. Secondary drum storage area - staging operations. Shows proximity to local
industry (background).



12.

13. Backhoe removing drums from burial area adjacent to railroad tracks.
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14. Flammable solids and sludges were repacked into fiber drums for
incineration.

15. Fiber drums were staged in the main storage shed awaiting transportation
the prime contractor's incinerator.

to
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16. In an effort to minimize disposal costs, acceptable emptied drums were taken
by a drum reclaimer.
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17. Drum unacceptable to the reclaimer were crushed for disposal.



18. Crushed drums were mixed with non-flammable solids in 20 cubic yard bulk
containers.

19. US Coast Guard - Atlantic Strike Team member, assigned as site safety monitor,
assists TAT in preparations for site entry.



20. A press conference was conducted in the command post during the early phases
of the project.

21. George Bochanski, US EPA OPA, conducts post removal press briefing.



22. Upon completion of the Immediate Removal, the OSC toured the site
accompanied by Bruce Bietler, PADER and Phoenixville Borough Manager,
Mark Coren.



SECTION 1V

ROSTER OF AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS
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SECTION V

SUMMARY OF EVENTS



a. Funding Request

A copy of the 0SC's request for CERCLA funding to support the Immediate
Removal Action at the former Turco Coatings facility is included in this

section.

b. Cause of the Incident

The Turco Coatings facility was in operation for approximately 45 years during
which wastes were produced and reportedly stored in 55-gallon drums, above and
below ground storage tanks. After declaring bankruptcy, the site was purchased

by a company known as Superior Beverages.

In July of 1982, the new owner began a superficial cleanup of the property, to
facilitate his leasing of a portion of the property. Cleanup efforts consisted
of relocating waste materials to an unsecured, semi-enclosed area at the rear
of the site. A site visit by EPA, FIT and TAT indicated that this was a
problem site. Subsequent negotiations with the new property owner indicated

that he would initiate clean-up activities.

A site visit on February 3, 1983 by EPA, ERT, TAT, PADER and local officials
yielded the following: '

over 550 drums stored in the semi-enclosed building on-site. Most were
open, rusted, and leaking.

- ° organic vapor readings as high as 250ppm in the drums.

easy access to the site, with evidence that the site was frequented by
persons and used as a "hangout'" by teenagers.

local fire department reported several small fires at the facility in the
recent past.

Discussions with the new owners indicated that he would take no further
action. After further discussions with PADER, ERT, TAT and local officials the
0SC determined that a threat did exist at this site via fire, explosion and
direct contact threats. Discussions and consultations with officials from the
Center for Disease Control, State Health and County Health indicated that a
public health threat did exist at this site in terms of direct contact and

inhalation.



c. Intitial Situation

As discussed earlier, the following conditions existed at the site: (see site
sketch)

over 550 55-gallon drums, open, rusted and leaking.
several dilapidated buildings
several buried tanks containing unknown materials

previous sampling work (see attached analytical) indicated solvents and
paint wastes of a flammable nature

approximately 100,000 gallons of fuel 0il storage located within 100 feet
of the site (unrelated facility).

The 0SC, working closely with an involved community, coordinated the initial
response actions in a rapid fashion in order to assure that work would commence
immediately. Funding was received on February 10, 1983 and a contractor
(Rollins Environmental Services, Inc.) was hired on the same date.

Mobilization began on the evening of February 10 in anticipation of a major
snow storm which did occur on February 11, 1983. Despite inclement weather,

work commenced on February 11, 1983.

d. Organization of the Response

When the OSC declared a Federal Removal Activity for Turco Coatings, many
governmental and private resources were utilized. Table V-1 and Figure V-1
identify these resources and portray how they aided the project. Mr. Holmes,
PADER coordinated the State, County and Borough forces. Similar organizational
aid was provided by Mark Coren, Phoenixville Borough Manager, who synchronized
all the Borough departments and resources. Section IV, Roster of Agencies,
Organizations and Individuals, lists all the involved parties and briefly

describes the assistance they provided during this removal project.



e. Resources Committed

Upon assessing the situation, the 0SC intially determined that $156,200.00 was
needed to support removal activities at the former Turco Coatings facility.
Discovery of additional hazardous materials during the course of the removal
expanded both the scope of work and duration of the project. These discoveries
necessitated increased expenditures. The OSC requested $48,730.00 on February
24, 1983 to support continuation of the removal. The funding increase was

approved February 25, 1983, raising the project ceiling to $204,930.00.

Intramural costs were tracked on a daily basis. These expenditures were
subtracted from the $204,930 ceiling to ensure that the project remained under
ceiling. It became apparant that total funds expended would exceed the ceiling
and therefore the OSC submitted a second request for additional funding.
Guidance from EPA Headquarters contracting officials indicated that subtracting
intramural expenditures from the contract ceiling was an incorrect procedure.
The purpose of tracking intramurals was to ensure that total project costs did
not exceed the one million dollar limitation set forth in CERCLA. Therefore,
the $204,930.00 ceiling applied to extramural costs incurred by the prime
contractor. Total funds expended by the prime contractor were $191,996.38
leaving a blance of $12,933.62 which was returned to CERCLA.

Ceiling Total Expenditures

Prime Contractor $204,930.00 $191,996.38
Intramurals
US EPA - $ 6,805.00
ERT : . $ 2,808.57
UsceG $ 14,113.72
TAT $ 11,392.00

35,119.29

f. Location of the Incident

The site of the Turco Coatings Immediate Removal is located at 75° 31' 30"
longitude and 40° 7' 54" latitude. The former Turco Coatings facility lies
adjacent to heavily populated residential area of Phoenixville, PA. The main
drum storage shed lies 75 yards from French Creek on the south bank. Figures
V-I1 and V-III illustrate the location of the incident. Figure V-IV is a site

sketch of the Turco Coatings facility.



g. Details of Federal or State Efforts to Replace Natural Resources

Discussions between the OSC and a former employee of Turco Coatings resulted in
dissemination of information regarding the extent of contamination at Turco.
Drums were routinely opened and allowed to drain into a swale adjacent to the
railroad tracks. This practice was discontinued when Phoenixville Borough
officials discovered contamination in French Creek presumably due to leaching

solvents from Turco.

Surface soil contamination was generated during the removal by the movement and
sampling of drums. Soil contamination was removed as part of this project in an
effort to leave the site as '"clean" as possible. Upon completion of the
project, the drum staging area was regraded to eliminate physical hazards and

minimize pooling of water on-site.

h. Details of Threat Abatement Actions

The entire Turco Coatings Removal centered on the abatement of the fire and
explosion threats which existed at the facility. The highly flammable nature
of the contents of many drums and the unexpected high flammability of the
solvents located in underground tanks required coordinating the Phoenixville

Fire Department in the response.

ERT drafted a site safety protocol which was implemented by the 0SC. From the
first day of operations, the site safety officer (one memeber of the USCG-AST
was assigned this duty for the duration of the.project) required all personnel
either visiting the site or participating in the actual removal, to carefully
read and sign the site safety protocol. Site safety on-site was strictly
enforced from the decontamination reduction zone (DRZ) by another member of the

AST.

Phoenxville Emergency Management Agency (Phx EMA) drafted the Community
Relations Plan (also known as the Temporary Relocation Plan) which was
discussed at the pre-site work strategy meeting held at the Phoenixville
Council Chambers. This plan designated the perimeter, pick-up points and main
routes for an evacuation should an incident occur. At the pre-site work
strategy meeting, CDC outlined the action levels for initiation of a Temporary

Relocation. These levels were attached to the plan.



i. Facts and Statistics

1. Duration of Removal

February 11, 1983 to March

2. Total CERCLA funds expended

$191,996.38

9, 1983

3. 640 drums were removed/disposed as follows:

Type

a. Flammable liquids

b. Flammable solids

c. Contaminated Clothing

d. High flash point

e. contaminated soil

f. non-contaminated drums

g. contaminated water

h. crushed contaminated drums

See Disposal Flowchart

4. Total of 24 agencies were involved in the removal.

Amount

6,000

350-35 gallon

fiber drums

50 fiber drums

4 bulk containers

(20 cu. yards each)

1 bulk container
(20 cubic yards)

80 drums

1600 gallons

1 bulk container

(20 cubic yards)

Disposal

Rollins Incinerator

Rollins Incinerator

Rollins Incinerator

BF1/CECOS
landfill - N.Y.

.BFI/CECOS

“landfill - N.Y.

drum reclaimer

DuPont -waste water

treatment.

BF1/CECOS
landfill - N.Y.
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TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS

AST US Coast Guard Atlantic Strike Team 919 338 1100
CCDES Chester Co. Dep't. of Emergency Services 431"5150
CCDOH Chester Co® Dep't. of Health 431 6160
cocC ' Center for Disease Control 59'7_ 7291
DOH Dep't. of Health 717 787 8842
 EEB US EPA Environmental Emergency Branch 597 9898 |
~ EPA 0SC US Environmental Protection Agency; On-Scene Coordinator 597 4553
ERT US EPA Environmental Response Team ‘321 6660 s
PA DER 0SC ' Pennsylvania Dep't. of'Environmenfal Resou;r;es 631 I2420
On-Scene Coordinator ‘ _ g
PEMA Pennsylvania Emergency Manageme;xt Agency 717 783 8150
RRT Regional Response Tearﬁ 597 9800
TAT Technical Assistance Team 609 663 7995



"A'N ‘T113puEey

pa21i3tmiad
S0230/1.4d

13WIRT231 Wnip

21 08

_

thCmmuGDu

?uwm 21qna g7

03Ul payIng

096§

sumi1p
Kidwa

HolB13UTOU]
§,UTT10¥

SunIp 13q13

uoried ¢g
pIul payoeday

sagpn{s pryog
ysetd ydiy

L

1108

§p1T10S
P1qeuwE T

|

A311198g jusw3maij
13318m33seym 8 juodng

(suo11B3 009T)

13leM pajeultweluo)

paizodsueil |
pue pajxing |

|

|

SpINb1]
91qBUMEBT g

ﬁmuwCMEWuCOU

wnip 0n9 |

J¥VHD MOTd TVS0dSId

|

SHUE)

2381038 Y[nq Z




2
3
L

AR

aF N

[N
\

29

HOENIXVILLE
<rH

_— e

TURCO COATINGS FACILITY

/P.\P




{\._) . .@5 “
FUND AUTHORIZATION REQUEST o It -
IMMEDIATE REMOVAL PROJECT 3 STy

TURCO COATINGS <\\\>L~_G_q

PHOENIXVILLE, PA.

1. 0SC's name, region and telephone number?

Bruce Potoka, Region III, (215) 597-4553

¥ -

2. a) What is the name and location of the incident?

Turco Coatings

Mellon and Wheatland Streets

Phoenixville, Pa.

PA-415

b) Name of State Official who made the request for assistance?
Wayne Lynn
Regional Solid Waste Manager

Pennsylvania Department of Natural Reséurces

Norristown, Pa.

c] Name of'City Official who made the request for assistance?
Mark Coren
Borough Manager

Phoenixville, Pa.

3. What is the Nature of the Incident?
The Turco Coating site is located on the fringe of a residential/comme
neighborhood in Phoenixville, Pennsylvania. An estimated population o
people live within one mile of the site. On the site there are by ac
count 550 drums of waste from the former owner, a paint and coating ma
These drums are stored in an unfenced: unsecured area that is within 5
of approximately 25 homes and is immediately adjacent to property.that
a fuel oil storage tank (approximately 100,000 gallons) within 100 fee
shed and an area used to park fuel oil delivery trucks within 200 feet
shed. The manner in which the unopened drums are stored (in an open s
their proximity to the fuel oil operation presaat a definite threat of
contactfor the public with the chemicals and a hazard of fire and expl

catastrophic proportions.

\



/
Fire and Explosion Threat

A site visit on 2/3/83 by the Region II1 0SC, ERT, TAT, PA-DER and borough
officials revealed evidence that the site was frequented by persons and used

as a "hangout'" by older teenagers ostensibily for drinking, as many beer

cans were observed in an area next to the shed that had been used for campfires.
Indeed the fire chief, Mr. Jack Krill, reported several fires on the site
including one during the past month in a part of the shed not occupied by
drums.

During the site visdt, OVA, HNU and explosimeter readings were taken on the
head space of open drums. Many gave a very high (over 250ppm) readings on

the OVA and HNU and several of them "set off" the alarm on the explosimeter

at 407 of the lower explosive limit (LEL). The combination of the accessibility
of the drums and the explosive nature of the head space in the open drums
presents a 'clear and present"” danger of an explosion on the site which could
easily touch-off a secondary explosion and fire at the fuel oil operation

next door. Such a fire could easily spread to the homes and businesses in

the area.. In addition, smoke and organic vapors, in the event of fire

could possibly present an additional hazard through inhalation.

Direct Contact of the Public with the Chemicals

As stated above, the site visit revealed evidence of the area being used as
the "hang out". The borough health officer Mr. Alexander Fahrer confirmed
that the area has used as'a "shortcut” by neighborhood children who want to
get French Creek. He also reported that a .complaint was received from a
resident that a 12 year old boy who was using the "shortcut'" stepped into a
deteriorating drum and was treated at the Phoenixville Hospital for skin
irritation attributed to the chemicals in the drum area. The potential

for this occurring again 1is clearly there since access to the drum,is still
not restricted. ARER WAS

Why did the OSC decide to Act? Why did State decide not to fund the action?
The 0SC, as mandated in the National 0il and Hazardous Substances Pollution
Contingency Plan is to provide a coordinated Federal response capability

at the scene of an unplanned or sudden discharge of oil or hazardous substance
that posed a threat to the public health or welfare. In addition, the provisic
of the Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) promote a coordinated Federal,
state and local response to mitigate situations at hazardous waste sites which
pose an imminent hazard to public health. The Turco Coatings site presents

an imminent hazard to public health, providing a legal basis for Federal
response activities. The provisions of the National Contingency Plan were
implemented by the Fnvirommental Protection Agency, Region III, Philadelphia.

In July 1982 property owner began superficial cleanup of the property, to
facilitiate his leasing of a portion of his property. Cleaning efforts
consisted of relocating waste materials to a unsecured, semi-enclosed area

at the rear of the property, thereby greatly increasing the risk of fire

and explosion. The owner has ¥R refused to take further action to remove
the chemical wastes from the site. Recent Fire Department reports, including
several fires within the last month, confirm the increased threat to the

site has resulted in vandalism to the drum storage area, reported arsom and
consistent use of the facility by local youths. Approximately 700 people

are employed within 1/2 mile of the site, and 25 residences with 1/10 mile.
On an emergency basis, the Borough of Phoenexville has supplied interim police
security to the area.
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ed on the above, his own inspection and consultation with State and Local
ncies, the OSC has determined that the site posed an imminent and substantial
eat to the public dealth due to fire/explosion and direct contact,

State of Pennsylvania has indicated that funds are not available to address
problems of the magnitude of this site. However, the State is investigating
possibility of providing the following necessary services:

Hydrogeological expertise.

Soil Science Expertise

Assistance with Monitoring and Site Safety.
Coordination with Local resources.

Assist EPA in finding an approved waste disposal site.

addition, the Borough of Phoenixville has offered the following services:

Health Officer

Fire Marshall

Emergency Police Details
Building Inspector

certifies that this incident presents an imminent threat to public health
welfare?

Alexander Fahrer, Health Officer, Phoenixville Board of Health

John P. Maher, M.D, M.P.H., Director, Chester) County Health Dept.

James Logue, Dr. P.H., Director, Division of Env. Health, PA-Dept of Health.
John Krill, Fire Marshall, Phoenixville Borough.

Dr. Frank Lisella, Assoc. Director of Chronic Disases Div,, Center for

Env., Health, Centers for Disease Control,

F. Wayne Lynn, Regional Solid Waste Manager, PA Dept of Natural Resources.
6. BHow much money is needed to support response operations?

Task Cost
Support Services $10,000.00
Drum Contents Disposal $19,000.00
Compatbility Testing $24,000,00
Labor & Equipment $70,000.00
Demobilization $20,000.00
Soil Disposal $ 2,000.00
Priority Pollutants Analytical Work $10,000.00
TOTAL $156,200,00

7. How will the money be utilized?

Sup

erfund immediate removal monies will be used to mitigate the threat to the

public health by:

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

removing and disposing of on site drums.

Requisite testing for disposal.

Compability testing to determine possibility of bulking wastes.

Removal and disposal of contaminated soil.

Support services to the operation to include security and a command post.
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io ¢ate, no ';>]1n“ has been piven to thir }ujrct.

What 45 the status of cnforcement acticn against the responsible pa

To date, neithér EPA nor the State of Pennsylvania have taken any e

action against the property owner.

10. What options were considered? Why was the preferred option select

Three options were considered by the EPA_0SC in conjunction with P

1) No Action .

2)

3)

This option does not mitigate the environmental threat, allowin
explosion hazard and.direct..contact to continue.
Installation of a security fence with no other action.

Again, this option would not alleviate the threat to the public

from fire and explosion. !

) >

- -,
Removal action as per points ‘6ana 7

This is the selected option because it will mitigate the threat

Ay

healch via all routes-direct contact, fire and explosion -from

-
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TABLE OF ABBREVIATIONS

AST US Coast Guard Atlantic Strike Team 919 338 1100

CCDES Chester Co. Dep't. of Emergency Services 431'.5150

CCDOH Chester C.d.‘ Dep't. of Health 431 6160

conc Center for Disease Control 597 7291

DOH Dep't. of Health 717 787 8842

EEB US EPA Environmental Emergency Branch 597 9898

EPA 0SC US Environmental Protection Agency, On-Scene Coordinator 97 4553

ERT US EPA Environmental Response Team 321 6660

PA DER 0SC Pennsylvania Dep't. of Environmental Resour.ces 631 2420
On-Scene Coordinator

PEMA Pennsylvania Emergency Managemeﬁt Agency 717 783 8150

RRT Regional Response Team 597 9800

TAT Technical Assistance Team 609 663 7995
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SECTION VI

EFFECTIVENESS OF RESPONSE AND REMOVAL



a. Discharger

No clean-up activity was performed by the discharger, Turco Coatings. This was
due to the fact that Turco Coatings declared bankruptcy and was defunct at the

time of the removal.

The current property owner was identified as a potential responsible party. A
Letter of Federal Interest was sent to the property owner. The property owner
informed the 0SC on February 9, 1983 that he would not undertake any furhter

removal activity.

b. State and Local Forces

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania was represented by Frank Holmes of the
Department of Environmental Resources. Mr. Holmes served as the State On-Scene
Coordinator synchoronizing a total of 14 State, County and local agencies
during the removal. This logistical support greatly enhanced the efficient

manner in which the removal was conducted.

The Borough of Phoenixville participated heavily in the removal. Virtually all
the Borough offices, under the coordination of Borough Manager Mark Coren,
provided the required logistic services necessary for the project. The
Phoenixville Emergency Management Agency, represented by Donald Sees, was
on-scene everyday to monitor progress of the removal. The Phoenixville EMA

prepared the Community Relations Plan attached to this report.

c. Federal Agencies and Special Forces

EPA On-Scene Coordinator Bruce Potoka synchronized overall operations for the
duration of the removal. Strategy meetings, press conferences and site
activities were some of the 0SC's duties. The OSC directed all Federal
agencies involved in the removal. He coordinated very closely with the State

0SC, Frank Holmes.

The National 0il and Hazardous Materials Contingency Plan provides for the
availability of special forces to assist during response and removal
activities. Two special forces were utilized during the Turco Coatings
Removal. The EPA Environmental Response Team (ERT) was called upon to develop
the Site Safety Protocol. The ERT provided scientific support to the 0SC for

the duration of the removal.



c¢. Federal Agencies and Special Forces (cont'd)

The United States Coast Guard - Atlantic Strike Team (AST) comprises the second
special force utilized at Turco. Under the direction of Lieutenant Levy and
Senior Chief Harrison, the AST provided logistal support including site safety
monitoring, perimeter and on-site air monitoring, and detailed contract
monitoring/cost control. The AST proved to be an invaluable, indispensible
resource during the Turco Removal, which was the first Region III utilization

of the team for a CERCLA funded project.

d. Contractors, Private Groups and Volunteers

The organizations and individuals contained in this heading were fundamental to

a successful, expeditious and cost effective immediate removal.

Roy F. Weston, Inc.'s Technical Assistance Team (TAT), under contract to EPA,
responded to the incident as requested by the 0SC. TAT performed the initial
site assessment and aided the OSC in drafting the Funding Request (10 point

document). TAT provided the following technical functions:

developed air monitoring plan

° developed disposal options and costs to ensure a cost-effective removal.
developed a post removal status report

detailed written and photographic logs of site activities.

assistance in contractor monitoring

other technical and logistical support as requested by the OSC.

The prime contractor of the removal was Rollins Environmental Services (NJ),
Inc. This firm was hired to remove and dispose of all contaminated materials
as directed by the 0SC. Through meetings with the 0SC, TAT and the AST,

Rollins completed the removal in the most cost effective manner possible.

e. Community Relations Plan

A copy of the Community Relations Plan as prepared by the Phoenixville
Emergency Management Agency and approved by the 0SC, accompanies this report

(Appendix A)

f. Site Safety Protocol

A copy of the site safety protocol as developed by ERT and approved by the OSC,

accompanies this report (Appendix B).



SECTION VII

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED



Problems Encountered

The most challenging aspect of the cleanup was the staging, characterization,
repacking and removal of the hazardous wastes from the mid-city location. The
close proximity to many residents made it necessary to proceed with the utmost
care to maintain a high level of protection for the residents. Close
monitoring of the contractors activities and the continual monitoring of air

quality resulted in the execution of this project without incident.

On-site activities were hampered by inclement weather. During the first day of
operations the area's largest snow storm in recent history occured. Over 24
inches of snow fell, seriously hampering on-site operations. A warming period,
soon after this storm, caused this snow to melt, which created extremely muddy
conditins making it difficult to utlize equipment on-site. In anticipation of
the heavy snowfall, the OSC contacted the prime contractor and requested
immediate mobilization. Equipment, command post and support trailers were
on-scene within the hour. Without this foresight, the removal may have been

postponed for several days.

As can be seen on the site sketch, the site buildings and buried tanks were in
several different locations. Access to the secondary storage buildings was
somewhat difficult. It was necessary to remove a section of fence and build a
small road down to the site in order to transport drums stored in these
buildings. 1In addition, the secondary storage buildings were located
immediately adjacent to residences and operating companies . Special care had

to be taken in order to handle drum transfers in a safe fashion.

The secondary storage building was in extremely, poor condition. A section of

the roof had collapsed thus creating a safety concern,



SECTION VII

RECOMMENDATIONS



Recommendations - Means to Prevent a Recurrence of the Incident

EPA's Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) was implemented to reduce
the amount of improper storage and disposal of hazardous wastes. CERCLA was
enacted to provide a means to protect the public health and the environment
from improper disposal of hazardous wastes. Prior to the enactment of RCRA and
CERCLA, hazardous waste disposal was virtually unregulated resulting in the

evolution of hazardous waste sites such as the former Turco Coatings facility,

Increased inspection and enforcement of preventative regulations like RCRA
should reduce the number of illegal dumps and operations requiring Superfund
Activation in the future. It is inherent in the nature of environmental
emergency response and removal actions that the mistakes of the past are the
problems of today. Increased public awareness and increased Federal and State
aggressiveness in emergency removals should result in more timely notification,
assessment and clean-up of hazardous illegal dumps such as the former Turco
Coatings facility.



SECTION IX

LEGAL ACTIONS



SECTION X

POLREPS



IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ASSESSHMLNT
TURCO COATINGS
PHOENIXVILLE, PA.

POLREP/ 1

1. SITUATION (1800 hrs., 2/3/83)

A.

The Turco coatings site is located on the fringe of a residential/commercial

‘neighborhood in Phoenixville, Pa. An estimated population of 10,000 people

live within one mile of the site.

On the site there are, by actual count, 550 drums of waste from the former
owner, a paint and coatings manufacturer. These drums are stored in an unfenc
unsecured area that is within 500 feet of approximately 25 homes, and which is
immediately adjacent to property that contains a fuel oil storage tank (approx
100,000 gallons) within 100 feet of the shed. Also, an area used to park

fuel oil delivery trucks is within 300 feet of the shed. The manner in which
the unopened dgpms are stored (1.e., in an open shed) and their proximity to
the fuel oil operation present a definite threat of direct contact exposure

to the pub]ic.with the chemicals, and a hazard of fire and explosion of

catastrophic proportions.

I1. ACTIONS TAKEN

A.

A site visit on 2/3/83 by the Region III OSC, ERT, PaDER and TAT, with borough

officials, revealed evidence that the site was freuqented by persons, and used

" as a "hangout'" by older teenagers, ostensibly for drinking as many beer cans

were observed in an ‘area next to the shed that had been used for campfires.

Indeed, the Borough Fire Marshal, Jack Krill, reported several fires on the
site, including one during the past month’. in a part of the shed not occupied
by drums.

During the site visit, OVA, HNU and explosimeter readingé were taken on the
head space of open drums. Many gave very high readings (in excess of 250 ppm)
on the OVA and HNU, and several of these triggered the 4larm on the explosimete
at 407 of:thé lower explosive-limit(LEL);. The combination of the accessibilirty
of the of the drums and the explosive nature of the head spaces in the open
drums presents a "clear and present” danger of an explosion on the site which
could easily touch off a secondary explosion and fire at the fuel oil operation

next door. Such a fire could easily spread to the homes and businesses in the

area.

As stated above, the site visit reasvealed evidence of the area being used as a

"hangout". The borough health officer Mr. Alexamder Fahrer confirmed that the

area has that reputation at night and further added that during the day, the
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Coatings Cont.’
the site 1s used as a "shortcut' by neighborhood children vho want to get to

French Creek. He also reported that a complaint vas received from a resident

that a 12 year old boy who was using the "shortcut" stepped into a deteriorating
drum and was treated at the Phoenixville Hospital for skin irritation attributed
to the chenicals 4in the drum. The potential for this occuring again is clearly

there since access to the drum area is still not restricted.

Borough of Phoenixville Manager, Mark Coren has alerted the Police Chief that
extra surveillance must be conducted at Turco to prevent injury to unsuspecting
{ndividuals or vandalism resulting in a life threating fire.

The fire marshall for the borough was briefed on EPA/ERT accessment of the

seriousness to the situation.

The 0SC, PADER, ERT, CDC, TAT and County Health Officer and officials met to

discuss the situation and invite cooperation form all agencies.

CDC contacted state health officials who notified the county health officials o

the situation.

0SC and ERT met with the property owner NS t0 discuss the
findings of the site visit and inform him of the fire and explosion hazard

on site.

II11. FUTURE PLANS

A.

Meeting to be held‘'at 0900 on 2/4/83 atBsrough Hall with 0SC, ERT,TAT,PADER, CD
PADOH, Chester County Bealth Department, Borough Manager, and Borough Board of
Health personnel to evaluate whether normal enforcement actions are pending

which could rectif} the hazardous situation on a timely and effective anner.

<::a;xUSL\9 p;;;§i4¢04{/ ’ e
Bruce Patoka “Frank Holmes

0SC USEPA-Region III PADER

Phila., Pa. Norristown, Pa.



Immediate Removal Assesment
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Polrep 2

1.

2.

Situation (8 February 1983 1800 hrs.)

(a) Emergency meeting on 2/4/83 attended by EPA, 0SC, PA-DER,
DCD, Chester County and Borough of Phoenixville officials
concluded that no actions are pending against the responsible
party that would prevent or mitigate the immediate and significant
risk threatened by the old Turco Coatings facility to human life.

Actbns Taken

(a) The 0SC. developed and submitted to Headquarters a procurement
request. Verbal confirmation of receipt of document received
by the 0SC from Dave Bernstein at 11:15AM, 7 February 1983.

(b) John McNamara, Chester County Emergency Services held a
meeting on 7 February 1983 to initiate the development of a
response plan to be implemented in case of emergency. Actions
levels developed by ERT and reviewed by CDC were incorporated
in the evacuation plan.

(c) 0SC briefed public affairs, George Bochanski and Janet Luffy
of the situation at Tutco. Public Affairs to contact Mark Coren,
Borough Manager of Phoenixville to offer assistance with
public inquiry. '

(d) U.S. EPA Joe Melvin briefed by 0SC on latest developments at
Turco.

(e) Steve Jarvela, U.S. EPA has been assigned to the response team
as the coordinator for all enforcement actions.

(f) Frank Holmes, PA-DER on 8 February. 1983 met with PEMA Representatives
John Shannon, Assistant Director and James Murry, Planner, at the
site to address areas of concern.

(g) John McNamer, Chester County Emergency Services contacted Munk Hilliad
and Bob Costa of Pennsylvania Emergency Management Administration

(PEMA) to inform them of the emergency situation at Turco.

(h) Margo Hunt of Public Affairs is developing emergency community relations
plan for Turco Coatings.

Future Plans

(a) Borough of Phoenixville Police Department to continue surveillance of
site.
(b) 0SC awaits decision by Headquarters on procurement request.

= = = S o N



Page 2
Polrep 5

(3) Rollins Contract Ceilings $50,000.00
Rollins Cost to Date $ 5,100.00
€.0.B. 1Q _February (estimate)

3 Future Plans

(a) Sampling of drums to begin Saturday, February 12, 1983
" by contractor.

< ﬁ
BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC F K HOLMES, PA-DER 0SsC

US EPA PA-DER
REGION IT1I Norristown Region

Philadelphia, PA



Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Polrep 3
1. Situation (9 February 1983 - 1800 hrs.)

(a) The 0SC received approval of request for immediate removal
actions at Turco Coatings. Approved work includes removal
and disposal of drums and contaminated soil, requred testing
and analysis. (Approval from H.D. VanCleave, Acting Director,
Emergency Response Division).

2. Actions Taken

(a) Burce Potoka, EPA 0SC and Franf Holmes, PA-DER met with property

- owner of the Turco Site. The 0SC made a verbal request to the
owner and informed him of the Federal interest and liability
that he may incur if he fails to respond on responds improperly.

(b) Frank Holmes, PA-DER contacted Mark Coren, Phoenixville Borough
Manager and informed him of oral demand notifications and possible
use of Federal funds to cleanup Turco site. Mr. Coren to contact
all Phoenixville officials involved in operations.

(c) Charles Walter, CDC, John Shannon PEMA Director and James Murray,
PEMA Planned in attendance at C.C. Exercise in Cherry Hill, NJ.

(d) Mark Force, Chester County Emergency Services, contact by Frank-
Holmes and informed of developments.

(e) Pat Flynn, Contract Officer, U.S. EPA, Washington, D.C. assigned
to Turco Emergency Action. '

(f) 0SC sent via certified mail a notice letter to property owner
confirming points discussed earlier this day.

(h) 0SC requests assistance from the U.S. Coast Gurad, Atlantic Strike
Team. Request being made to Commander Atlantic Area, U.S.C.G., NY,NY.

3. Future Plans

(a) 0SC awaits decision of property owner, if negative response:
- Emergency removal activity will commence at day break February

11, 1983.

Lo Ol /;”/M

PA  ecsc.



Polrep 4

1.

2.

3z

Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Situation - (1900 hours, February 10, 1983)

(a)

0SC served a letter of Federallnterest to the property owner
as follow up to the verbal notice given on 2/9/83. Deadline
for the responsible party to initiate cleanup was 1700 hours
this date. The discharger indicated to the 0SC that he would

not perform the cleanup. .

Actions Taken

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(g)

A strategy meeting was held at the Phoenixville Borough Hall.
The following agencies was represented: EPA, CDC, PA-DER, PA.
Health Department, Chester County Emergency Services, Borough
of Phoenixville, Schuykill Township, and TAT.

The organizational structure of the response was reviewed by the
0SC. Chester County Department of Emergency Services presented
a response plan for the area near the site. C. Walters, coc,
explained the action levels developed by ERT and approved by

CDC and EPA-OSC.

0SC, ERT, and TAT met with contractor near the site so that contractor
ould view the site. Contract number 68-93-0021 was let to Rollins
Environmental Services, based in Bridgeport, NJ at 1800 hours this
date. .

Joe Benyo, building inspector, obtained permission from neighboring

property owner, IS for access. The building inspector
deemed the storage shed structurally sound for entrance and removal

work.

Mark Coren, Borough Manager, was designated the contact for activation.
of a response plan. (24 hour communication line established between

command post and Borough Manager).

USCG National Strike Force, Atlantic Strike Team on scene as requested
by 0SC to assist in site mobilfization, perimeter air monitoring, and
contract monitoring.

Mark Coren, Borough Manager, and the Mayor of Phoenixville Mr. Bob Gray,
signed and officially recognized the response plan for Turco Immediate
Removal activities.

Future Plans

(a)

A public meeting is scheduled for Sunday, February 13, 1983 at the
Berkley School, Phoenixville.



(b) A press briefing will be held Friday, February 11, 1983
coordinated by EPA Press Officier, Margo Hunt.

(c) Contractor to mobilize manpower and equipment required
to perform the removal duties Tlater this evening and
early tomorrow morning., Rapid mobilization is necessary
due to an anticipated heavy snowstorm this evening.

[ - -

BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC FRANK HOLMES PA-DER 0SC
US EPA PA. DER
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Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Polrep 5
1. Situation - (1200 hours - February 11, 1983)

(a) A severe snowstorm, accompanied by thunder and lightning,
continues through close of business. Total accumulation is
estimated to be 18-24 inches. The town of Phoenixville is
paralyzed by the storm. Staging and sampling operations will
continue as the weather permits.

2. Actions Taken

(a) Press conference held at 1100 hours this date. Media
representatives from Channels 3, 6 and 10 from Philadelphia
were met by George Bochanski and Margo Hunt, EPA Press officers.
Participating individuals representated the followng agencies:
Stan Laskowski, EPA Deputy Regional Administrator, Leon
Gonsher, PaDER Regional Director; Dr. Joe Lafornara, ERT;

C. Walter, CDC.

(b) The press went on site and observed initial site assesment operations

The Technical Assistance Team (TAT) made a site entry for a

demonstration of entry procedures and safety protective clothing.

(c) An initial site assesment and ambient air quality readings were
performed by USCG Atlantic Strike Force and TAT to determine the

the extent and condition of drums stored on site. A detailed site
sketch depicting location and number of drums to follow.

(d) Command Pbst was set up outside the ex¢lusion zone for communication
and strategic operations. )

(e) Contractor completed mobilization of removal equipment.
Installation of phone lines, water, and electrical hookup was
initiated.

(f) TAT and AST established and put up barricade to outline the
exGlusion zone, decontamination area and support zone.

(h) Frank Piecuch, Director of Division Preventative Health Services
met with DCD representative C. Walters to discuss action levels

and Response Plan.

{i) Personnel On Scene

U.S..EPA 5 .PaDER = 2
ERT . 2 Contractor 5
AST 4 cbC 1



Page 2
Polrep 5

(j). Rol1ins vontract Ceilings $50,000.00
Rollins Cost to Date $ 5,100.00
C.0.0. 1Q.iebruary (estimate)

3 Future Plans

(a) Sampling of drums to begin Saturday, February 12, 1983
" by contractor.

< ﬁ
F K HOLMES, PA-DER 0SC

BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC
PA-DER

US EPA
REGION III  Norristown Region

Philadelphia, PA




Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Polrep 6
1. Situation - (1800 hours February 12, 1983)

(a) The snow storm ended early this morning. More than 24 inches
of snow has impacted projected sampling work. '

2. Actions Taken

(a) Fourty eight (48) drums sampled by contractor. Entry team
monitored head space readings with H-nu photoionization detector.

(b) Air monitoring on and off site and site safety backup by AST and TAT
during operations continues, using H-nu photoionization detector

and OVA.

(c) Secondary base trailer established as equipment and mobilization
area for technical support teams.

(d) Phoenixville.Fire Co. contacted about refilling air bottles. They
are available for this servie as needed. '

(e) Access roads on site were plowed of the twenty inch-plus snow which
fell on Friday. Work crews until this time had to walk in to
work area (200 yds).

(f) Initial drum count completed by TAT. Shed contents were placed
at 441 drums. Approximately 100 drums were discovered empty.

(g) Crew moved 8000 cubic feet of snow on site to gain access to work
area (storage shed) and provide a manway from equipment trailer
to work area.

(h) The contractor has employed off duty Phoenixville Policemen to maintain
security at site for 24 hours. Policemen familiarity with local
emergency procedures and personnel deemed advantageous to maintain
the highest levels of protection for the residents of Phoenixville.

(i) Personnel On site this day

U.S. EPA 2 PaDER 1
ERT 2 TAT 2
AST 3 Contractor 5
cDC 1
(j) Rollins Ceiling $ 50,000.00
Rollins Cost to Date $ 7,500.00

C.0.B. 11 February



Page 2
Polrep 6

3. Future Plans

(a) Densely packed drums from inside the shed will be staged
within the exclusion zone for sampling.

(b) Air monitoring of shed and staging area will be performed
by TAT during staging operations.

(c) TAT entry to secondary drum location scheduled for Monday
February 14, 1983 for initial assesment.

BRUCE POTOKA

US EPA = 355l ce
REGION 111 v o . OSc
Philadelphia, PA o DE K -
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Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Polrep 7
1. Situation - 2100 hours. February 13, 1983

(a) Command Post received a report from o0il distributers truck .
driver indicating that ibank trucks had discharged materials
to an underground tank near the drum shed. The location of
this tank is under an area now covered with hap-hazardly strewn
drums of waste. This new development may compound the existing
fire and explosion hazard at this site.

2. Action Taken

(a) Contractor :‘asked to move drums from tank location and sample
and analyze tank content to determine if the fire and explosion
threat is impacted by material in tank.

(b) Contractor crew spent entire day staging drums for sampling. Drums
were moved from two rooms (containing greatest density of drums)
to the staging area located inside the exclusion zone. A total
of 165 drums, one 5 gallon pail, and two small mixing vessels were
staged today.

(c) On-site and perimeter air monitoring continuing during staging
and sampling operations.

(d) Public Meeting was held at Barclay Elementry School at 7:00am.
Total attendence was 38. Margot Hunt, U.S. EPA Press Officer
coordinated the meeting. Extensive question and answer .period
followed the meeting.

3. Future Plans

(a) Sampling activities to continue.

(b) TAT/AST to investigate report of underground tank located near
drum storage shed. :

. 0= JF#«
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Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Special Polrep - # 8
Situation - ngop hours, 14 February 1982

The ongoing EPA investigation into all possible responsible parties
has generated additional information on possible hazardous wastes on site.
Former employees of the Paint manufacturer had indicated the existance of
five tanks that may contain waste solvent materials. In addition, a small
building adjacent to the site and formerly,owned by Turco Coatings is reported
to contain drums of materials used in painf manufacturing. Some drums in
this building may also contain paint wastes.

The current owner was contacted and ke confirmed the existance of drums
in the secondary building and informed the 0SC that he considers these drums
as part of the wastes left behind by Turco and has no plans to remove or use

them.

. The abandonment of these material, both in the building and in the tanks
may compound the fire and explosion hazard on site and could impact the current
plans to eliminate the fire and explosion hazard presented to the Phoenixville

residents by the abandoned site.

11 - The 0SC has directed the Technical Assistance Team (TAT) to begin
an investigation into these new reports and establish “if an imminent danger
to the residents of Phoenixville is presented by these new developments.

BRUCE POTOKA i3§)
US EPA

REGION III
Philadelphia, PA



Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixeville, Pa.

Polrep 9

1. Situvation . ( 1800 hours February 14, 1983 )
A. Contractor Continues to sample and stage drums to expedite removal of wastes

from site.
B. Personnel on scene:
U.S. EPA 2
PADER 1
TAT 4
Atlantic Strike 2
Team
Contractor 8
C. Rollins Contract Ceiling: $140,000
Rollins Cost to Date: $16,800

( estimate C.0.B. Feb. 13)

I1 Actions Taken

A. Contractor sampled 178 drums today. Total sampled to date is 226.

120 drums staged.

B. Steve Jarvela, U.S. EPA Region III, contacted Paige Peck, contract officer
in EPA HQ., and confirmed that use of prorated daily costs on contractor
Daily Activity Reports is appropriate. T

C. Steve Jarvela, U.S. EPA, advised Ron Kovak, Contract Officer in EPA HQ.,

assigned to this site, ( Pat Flynn previous contract officer) of estimated

contract ceiling for Rollins Environmental Services.($140,000).

Modification of contract #68-93-0021 to the new ceiling will be implemented

by EPA Headquarters contract officer, this date.

A radiation survey was repeated on all staged drums. No radiation above

background was detected.

E. Steve Jarvela, U.S.EPA, is conducting survey of past employees of the Turco
facility to obtain all available information on materials on scene and
possible responsiblé parties.

F. TAT made initial entry into secondary drum storage area. ( See Polrep #8)
Presence of approximately 80 drums, confirming previous report.

Ambient air readings of 14 ppm detected in building. Further investigation
to be conducted on Feb. 15. ERT to assist TAT on assessment.

G. Atlantic Strike Team continuing to provide site safety, air monitoring,
and contract monitoring. Atlantic Strike Team beefed up air monitoring
capabilities by installing an HNU photoionization detector with strip
chart recorder.

H. TAT investigating all available disposal options.

111 Future Plans:
A. Contractor will continue staging and sampling drums.
B. Final assessment of secondary drum storage area will be completed.

Bruce Potoka @ Frank Hohé%ﬂ

On - Scene Coordinator 0A-Scene Coordinator
U.S. EPA PADER



Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

Polrep 10
*. Situation(1800 hours February 15, 1983)

A.Assessment of additional wastes located on site has been on going.
Approximately 80 drums of wastes were discovered in an adjacent
building. Significant ambient air readings were obtained in the
building and high organic vapors were detected eminating from the drums.
Many of the drums were bulging and deteriorating.The structural integrity
of the second building is in question. A major portion of the roof has
collapsed exposing many of the drums to the elements. The direct
contact and fire and explosion hazard for these materials was confirmed
by field monitoring instruments. TAT and ERT reccommended to the
0SC that these materials be removed as soon as possible.

- The location of this building, 100 yards closer to residents and businesses
than the main drum area, increases the need to expediate relocating the
drums. The staging and sampling of the wastes in this Tocation
would occur within gne-half block of private residences. Also, the
ultimate off site transport of these wastes from this location could
only occur by routing waste hauling vehicles through residential areas
and very near a public school.

B. Investigation is ongoing into the past.employee reports of buried
tanks. One 15,000 gallon tank and one 5,000 gallon tank has been
Jocated and sampled. Analyses of these samples is being expediated by
the contractor. Reports indicated these tanks contain paint reactor
solvent.

II. Action Taken

A. The contractor has been directed by the OSC to immediately remove the
drums from the secondary building via the most direct route to the
exsisting drum staging area. This measure will facilitate sampling and
and disposal and maximize the level of safety for local residents.

B. The contractor sampled 96 drums-today, making a total-of 322 drums
sampled to date. A shipment of 169 samples were delivered to the
contractor 1ab for analysis.

C. The property owner, [N vas contacted by the 0SC and permission
was obtained to take any necessary action to remove the drums
from the secondary building.

D. Gary Schultz from Penn. Dept. of Health on scene to review status of
the site activities.

E. AST(U.S. Coast Guard), EPA and PaDER entered the site and developed
a plan and route for transporting the additional drums.

F. Tom Massey, Senior 0SC. EPA-RegionlIIl on scene to discuss activities
to date. '
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Polrep 10

111. Future Plans

A.

Fina

Contractor to grade to a gentle slope, the terrain between the
secondary building and the staging area to facilitate the safe
transport of the drums.

Sampling of staged drums to be conducted concurrently with transport-
ing of drums.

ncial Accounting

T

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)
(8)

urco Coatings- Cost:. Estimate obtained from Rollins Environmental Ser.

Disposal of 550 drums containing organic paints, residue and
solvent.

Assumption 500 1bs. avg/drum

114/1b. disposal costs

$40/drum analytical costs $52,250.00

DiSDOSﬂ]IOf MT drums
Assymptions 50 yds. material x 110/yd with transpotation.
$5500.00
Transporation to RES(NJ) .
Assumption- 6 trucks x 45 miles X 2.75/10aded mile(drums only).
$742.50
Disposal Bulk Solvent
15,000 gal. x .11/1b.
81bs/gal $13,200.00

Disposal Bulk Solvent.
5000 gal x .11/ 1b.

8 1b/ gal $4400.00

Transportation solvent

4 trucks x 45 miles x 2.75/mile - $495.00
Labor 2 weeks at  3000/day x 14 ‘days $42,000
Equipment including subcontractors $10,000

TOTAL $128,587.50



Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, Pa.

Polrep 11
1. Situation(1800 hours Feb. 16, 1983)

A. Contractor continued(completed) staging and sampling of 454 drums.

B. Personnel on scene:
1. US EPA 3

2. PaDER 3
3. TAT 2
4, AST 2

5. Contractor 7

C. Rollins contract ceiling $140,000.
Rollins cost to date: $24,229.83
( C.0.B. Feb. 15)

I11. Action Taken:

A. Contractor sampled 132 drums today, total sampled to date is 454 drums.
B. Contractor hired Stillman Inc. Phoenixville, Pa. to grade access road.

C. Contractors made necessary improvements to passage from upper drum area
to the main staging area to facilitate the transport of drums(80).

D. Contractor contacted and met with representatives from the gas company,
water company and electric company to insure that no underground lines
are in the area of planned route of transport. No utilities are in
the area according to representatives.

E. Route was graded , but due to excessive mud caused by rapidly melting
snow and constant drizzle , the light wheeled dozers were not able to
climb the slight incline to Building #2. Contractor unable to obtain
gravel due to severe mud conditions in local quarries which forced

closure.

F. TAT and AST tested storage tank inside of warehouse with HNu and Explosive
Meter. No explosive readings were obtained and insignificant readings

on the HNu.

I11. Future Plans:

A. Pa. State Police and Fire Chief will be contacted concerning disposition
of the buried tanks.

B. Contact contracts office to get official modification of notice to
procede with increased contract ceiling.

R Ntk

?PA 0SC .



IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, Pa.

Polrep 12

I.

IT.

Situation (1800 hrs. Feb. 17,1983)

Contractor completed the staging of the additional 78 drums located in build-
ing number 2.

Personnel on scene:
U.S.EPA

PA DER

TAT

USCG/AST
Contractor

00 M N =

Rollins Contract Ceiling: $140,000.00
Rollins Cost to Date:

Bruce Smith, EPA Chairman of the Regional Response Team, and Joe Melvin, EPA
attorney assigned to the Turco Removal, on site with the 0SC to review on-going

site activities.

Joe Melvin and the 0SC discussed proper sampling and analysis procedures
necessary to be used for enforcement purposes. It was agreed that chain of
custody procedures would be followed for randomly selected samples and analytical
procedures shall comply with EPA standard methods for ignitability testing as
per RCRA.

. . Rapidly melting snow and a steady drizzle throughout the day caused all work
.areas to be come very muddy. This impacted site activities to the extent that

use of heavy equiptment was seriously impaired.

Actions Taken:

0SC met with Pa. State Police Arson Investigator, Rich O Brian, along with Fire
Chief Jack Krill. A review of all the available data concerning the buried tank
within the Phoenixville Imprints Company was made. Explosive measurements and
sample analysis of the material inside this tank indicates the tank is filled
with a non-ignitable material. Trooper 0'Brian and Chief Krill informed the

0SC that based on field readings and labratory results, that no threat exists

to on going activities in the building.

TAT and AST collected a sample from the buried tank adjacent to the second drum
storage area. Chain of custody was maintained. According to an ex-employee
who assisted TAT investigations, this completes locating and sampling of all
suspected buried tanks on site.



11L.

Completion of the cleanup will include removing any and all flammable or toxic
chemicals from the abandoned tanks, however Federal Funds will not be used to
decommission tanks(i.e. fill with sand or gravel). State Police Trooper 0'Brian
met with the property owner and informed him that it is the property owner's re-
sponsibility under Pa. requlations to properly decommission the underground
tanks.

Ron Kovacs, Contracting Officer, informed the 0SC that Dave 0'Conner signed the
modification to the Notice To Proceed. The ceiling has been increased from the
original $50,000.00 to the current project ceiling of $140,000.00.

ERT reviewed analytical results provided by the contractor.
A1l accessible drums have been removed from the secondary drum storage shed.
Removal of drums and mixing vats from the back room of this shed is hampered

by the severely fire-damaged roof. Special considerations for worker safety
during removal of drums from this room are being investigated and evaluated.

Future Plans:

A press conference will be held at the Turco Command Post February 18,1983
at 11:00. Conference will be coordinated by EPA OPA Officer Margot Hunt.

Based on compatibility results provided by the contractor, bulking of liquid
materials into a vacuum truck is scheduled to commence tomorrow morning.

e i s

BRUCE POTUEE\?’ EPA 0SC FRANK HOLMES PA DER 0SC

U.S. EPA REGION III PA DER
PHILADELPHIA, PA. NORRISTOWN REGION



Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings

Phoenixeville, Pa.
‘olrep 13

1. Situation ( 18 February 1983 - 1800 hours)

A. Contractor sampling staged drums. Expected date to complete sampling of
all drums, including those recently discovered in another building, is
19 February 1983.

B. Personnel on scene:
U.S. EPA -
PADER -

TAT -
USCG -
Contractor

~ O W

Initial Request to EPA HQ.= $156,200
Prime Contractor Ceiling $140,000
Cost to Date ( COB 18 Feb. 83) =$46,000

Intramural Costs ( projected ) = $16200
*Intramural to Date( COB 18 Feb. 83) =$10,000

* Includes salary and per diem for all personnel on scene EPA,ERT,AST
and TAT.
C.0SC requested additional personnel from Atlantic Strike Team. Four AST
personnel assigned to the project. On board 18 Feb. 1983.
DCCS W.J.Harrison- designated Site Safety Officer
MK-1 J. Haight- designated Cost Control Officer
DC-3 R.Lauffer-Air Monitor /Site Security
BM-3 J.Montgomery- Air Monitor /Site Security
-Additional personnel from AST to assist in expanded operation which .
now includes solids bulking.
D. Press conference held on scene,coordinated through EPA Public Affairs
Office,Region I1l1. George Bochanski and Margo Hunt presented to the
media (local newspaper and Philadelpia based TV station) on information
and actlions to date. media interest in on-site activities has been

extensive.

E. Secondary drum storage building has had all drums removed from intact
portion of building.Local contractor consulted to determine if collapsed
roof on part of secondary building could be removed to determine o 1
any drums containing hazardous wastes are under fallen roof. Contractor
inspected building and concluded that if fallen roof were removed the
cinder block walls would collapse possibly causing ignition of any
ignitable materials that may be inside.

Entry into portion of building was gained by removing A garage door.
Only two drums were observed in building and both were registering
high readings on the HNU. (200 ppm).Samples from both drums were collected
for analysis.

2. Actions Taken ~

A. Vacuum truck on scene to pump out liquids from drums for disposal at roll-
ins facility.



LIl

B. 0SC, Bruce Potoka, and Pa.DER-0SC,Frank Holmes met with Phoenixville
Steel personnel to addres their concern over the dangers posed by this site
+». Phoenixville steel property lies adjacent to this site. Frank
Pieachy HHS and Gary Schults, Pa. Department of Health, also attended.
Phoenixville Steel concerned over evacuation plan and how it would
negatively impact production if implemented. The phoenix Steel
personnel were assured that the plan was a necessary precaution always de-
veleped in emergency removals and no evacuation was planned and
would only result in a true emergency. The 0SC offered to provide air
monitoring on request ,to Phoenixville Steel to maintain a level of
confidence with local entities and to assure a high degree of safety

for neighboring residents.

C. 0SC, established a disposal option task force to' investigate and develope
options to aid in cost effective disposal of wastes from this site
Contaminated solids will go to BFI,Niagra Falls,NY. . B ]
contacted as to analytical needs. No priority pollutant necessary,

EP Tox required. Composite Sample prepared by prime contractor 1ab-
oratory to be analyzed for EP Tox immediately. '

Future Plans

A. Contractor to begin bulking of solids as soon as possible.

B. Contractor to complete sampleing and deliver samples to lab for for analy
ses.

C. Alantic Strike Team to sound tanks (3) on site and confirm previous
tests,and continue air monitoring.

BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC 29 ' FRANK HOLMES PA DER 0SC

U.S.EPA REGION IIT PA. DER
PHILADELPHIA, PA. NORRISTOWN REGION
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Polrep £14

I.

- TII.

SITUATION

ACTIONS

A.

Immediate Removal Action
TURCO Coatings
Phoenixville, Pa.

(1800 Hours 20 February 1983)

Melting of snow (2 feet snowfall day of mobilization) has
revealed numberous drums scattered about the site proper.
Contractor cataloged all remaining drums. A total of 629
drums were located at TURCO Coatings. o a2

The secondary drum storage building has been cleared of all

drums of waste. The imminent threat of fire and explosion/

direct contact has been eliminated by removing drums. No further
expenditure of federal funds planned under emergency action for this
portion of the site.

Contractor has mobilized equipment and has begun the operation of
bulking the solids for disposal. Sludge will be solidified with
fly ash on site to expedite the removal of hazardous wastes.

TAKEN (19 February 1983)

A. Contractor completed staging and sampling of all drums on site
(629) total. Samples from 129 drums taken this day.
B. Contractor laberatory to immediately begin EP toxicity test on
composite sample of drum wastes to meet landfill requirements.
C. Bulking chamber delivered to site for solids bulking.
D. TAT developed estimate on total of wastes on site:
4420 Gallons liguid
3250 Gallons sludge
24 Tons solids
TAT collected airtubes (thermal desorption onsite and offsite'to
qualify any airborne contaminants originating from this site.Total
levels detected downwind from site calculated to be less than
2PPM. Multiple components detected on site.
F. Personnel On Scene:
U.S.EPA 01
Pa. DER 01
TAT 02
USCG/AST 04
Contractor 07
Rollins Contract Ceiling $140,000.00
Rollins Cost to Date $ 52,471.00

(coB 19 FEB 83)

I1.b. ACTIONS TAKEN (20 February 1983)

A.

USCG/AST transported sample from tank #2 (5,000 Gallons) to
C.0.T.P. Glouchester and released to CWO. Sample will be analyzed by
FOIL Laboratory maintaining chain of custody throughout the analysis.



= B. Contractor bulked soild material from approximately 100 drums.
Disposal of these flammable soilds to be done at BFI,Niagra
Falls, N.Y.. Review of all disposal options by waste disposal
task group, determined this means and facility was the
most cost effective disposal option. All appropriate
manifesting and permits will be utilized.

C. TAT made site entry to confirm quanity of 1liquid on site
in drums,estimate 1500 gallons remaining.

D. Personnel On Scene:

U.S. EPA 01

Pa. DER 01

TAT 01

U.S.C.G./AST 04

Contractor 07
Rollins Contract Ceiling $140,000.00
Rollins Cost To Date (est) $ 60,200.00

(COB 20 FEB. 83)

111. Future Plans

A. Contractor to continue bulking of solids.

B. Waste disposal task group,AST,TAT,EPA,and Pa.DER to
continue reviewing options for waste disposal.

LD B o
BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC FRANK HOLMES Pa.DER70SC®

U.S.EPA REGION III : Pa.DER
PHILADELPHIA, Pa.. NORRISTOWN REGION



POLREP #15

1. SITUATION
A.

Immediate Removal Action
TURCO Coatings
Phoenixville, Pa.

(1800 Hours 21 February 1983)

Personnel On Scene:

U.S. EPA 01

TAT 02

USCG/AST 04

Contractor 07
Rollins Contract Ceiling $140,000.00
Rollins Cost To Date $ 60,295.81

Telecon with COTP Gloughester indicated tank sample is not
a petrolium product. Sample sent to COIL Laboratory USCG
Washington D.C. for further analysis Maintaining chain of
custody.

Media and local community interest remains high. Plan to
reduce AST staffing by 23 Feb. 1983 has been posponed.The
continual approchment of curious residents and the sensitive
operation of bulking organic materials requires the
presence of the four AST personnel for site safty and air
monitoring. This developement may increase intramural costs
above that projected, however the OSC must assure the local
community that all precautions are being taken to minimize
the threat pozed by this site.

In addition the AST personnel are providing necessary
air monitoring equiptment and contract monitoring support.

I1. ACTIONS TAKEN

A.

Contractor continues to bulk solids into 30 cubic yards
rolloff container. Container was filled to a capacity of

16 cubic yards and transported to disposal facility in Niagara
Falls, N.Y.. A second rolloff container with flyash for onsite
soiidification of sludges arrived onsite.

B. Twelve (12) drums and tank #1 sampled for ASTM flashpoint -

analysis and compatibility testing,!chain of custody was v
maintained as requested by EPA attorney, Joe Melvin.

Total number of drums bulkedito date is 225.
Disposal options are being investigated for disposal of

emptied drums. Pa. DER confirmed that no landfills in
Pennsylvania Woudd be appropriate for accepting this waste.

111, FUTURE PLANS

A.

B.

Continue bulking soilds in a timely manner.

Site visit b_ym U.S.1 EPA DPO and TAT leader
is planned for ours Feb 1983.



C. Investigations will continue into methods for closure
of site. Methods include removal of materials in underground
tanks and removal of contaminated soils generated during

the cleanup.
Warrants will be issued by Pa.State Police Arson Investigators

D.
for the decommissioning of buried tanks on site.
BRUCE POTOKA, EPA OSC(R!P FRANK HOLMES Pa.DER OSC
U.S.EPA REGION III Pa.DER
" NORRISTOWN REGION

PHILADELPHIA, Pa.



Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, Pa.

" POLREP #16

1. SITUATION (1800 Hours 22 Feburary 1983)

A. Personnel On Scene:

. U.S.EPA 01
Pa.DER 01
"U.S.C.G./AST 04
TAT 02
Contractor 07
B. Rollins Contract Ceiling $140,000.00

Rollins Cost To Date (C.0.B.22Feb 83) $ €7,300.00

Intramural Cost To Date
(estimate C.0.B. 22 Feb 83)$% 16 ,000,00

I1. ACTIONS

A.’ Contractor continues to bulk solidsvfbr disposal. An additional
20 tons of waste were containerized.

B. AST and TAT collected samples from two additional abandoned
vessels containing waste solvents found in secondary drum building

C. EPA, Pa.DER and AST performed additional testing on 5,000
gallon tank in warehouse. Previous analytical test1ng determined
the contents to be aqueous (flash point less than 140°
and 75 ppm T.0.C.)Testing on this date using water indicating
paste confirmed contents to be aqueous.

. D. U.S5.C.G./AST, directed sample from tank #2 be routed to the U.S.
Coast Guard COIL laboratory for further analysis.

Presidentiof Roy F. Weaton, INC.,TAT contractor,
on site this date.

Es

F. AST contract monitoring personnel detected inappropriate,for
a goverment contract direct labor charges by prime contractor.
Ron Kovaks, contract specialist, HQ EPA, confirmed billing.
Prime contractor to alter billing. (estimate $4,000.00 saved)

I11. FUTURE PLANS

Ld

A. Public Health task group (CDC, Penna. DOH, Chester County
Health and Borough of Phoenixville.) to meet on 24 Feb. 1983
to discuss health issues which may arise after site clean-up.

B. TAT to develope and initiate a field soil sampling method to .
screen site and define areas of gross contamination.

~

BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC
U.S.EPA REGION III FRANK HOLMES Pa.DER 0OSC

PHILADELPHIA, Pa. Pa.DER
NORRISTOWN REGION



28

I1.

Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenivville,Pa.

POLREP # 17

Situation ( 0900 hrs. 24 February 1983)

The Emergency Removal Action at Turco Coatings was appropriated $156,200
on 9 Feb 1983 for completion of tasKs necessary to eliminate the fire and
explosion/direct contact threat from the orphaned facility in Phoenixville.

Implementation of removal activities has discovered additional hazardous
materials not possible to foresee and accordingly, not budgeted in the
original request. A second building containing 78 drums of low flash:
point, ignitable hazardous waste was discovered on Feb 14, 1983. Information
from a former employee indicated and eventually confirmed the presence of :.:s
three underground tanks, two of which contained solvents once used in paint
manufacturing. Recently an area apparently used for discarding drums
containing paint sludges and solvents was discovered. An estimated 20 to 30
additional drums detected in this area had high organic vapor readings.

Therefore,,it'is necessary to request additional funding to complete this c.i
action and remove the fire and explosion hazard at Turco Coatings.

COST BREAKDOWN FOR ADDITIONAL WORK NEEDED

Disposal/Transportation of additional 100 drums $4,700. ..
Disposal/Transportation of Soil/Sludges $15,030
$19,730
. Site Work (Contractor) . -
2:X $5500 = $11,000
Intramural Costs ' $8,000
Analytical $10,000
“TOTAL $48,730
BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC Bf) FRANK HOLMES.PA DER 0SC
U.S. EPA REGION III PA DER

PHILADELPHIA, PA NORRISTOWN REGION



Immediate Kemoval Actaon
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA

POLREP #17

1.

g g

I11.

Situation (1030 hrs. 24 February 1983)

The Emergency Removal Action at Turco Coatings was appropriated $ 156,200
on 9 Feb 1983 for completion of tasks necessary to eliminate the fire and
explosion/direct contact threat from the orphaned facility in Phoenixville.

Implemenation of removal activities has discovered additional hazardous
materials not possible to foresee and accordingly, not budgeted in the
original request. A second building containing 78 drums of low flash

point, ignitable hazardous waste was discovered on Feb 14, 1983. Information
from a former employee indicated and eventually confirmed the presence of
three underground tanks, two of which contained solvents once used in paint
manufacturing. Recently an area apparently used for discarding drums
containing paint sludges and solvents was discovered. An estimated 20 to

30 additional drums detected in this area had high organic vapor readings.

Therefore, it is necessary to request additional funding to complete this
action and remove the fire and explosion hazard at Turco Coatings. The
0SC requests additional funds as detailed below.

Actions Taken

A. The 0SC contacted EPA HQ, Dave Bernstein at 1030 hrs. this date to
notify him that additional funding is required. Funding request to be
telecopied ASAP,

:Future Plans

A. 0SC projects current operation can continue bulking and disposing
flammable sludges and solids under the present ceiling of $156,200

until 1200 hrs. 27 February 1983. If additional funding is not obtained,
the fire and explosion hazard will remain a threat at Turco Coatings.
Therefore the 0SC requests urgent consideration of this request for
additional funding in the amount of 48,730.

COST BREAKDOWN FOR ADDITIONAL WORK NEEDED

Disposal/Transportation of additional 100 drums $4,700
Disposal/Transportation of Soil/Sludges : $15,030
Site Work by contractor (2 days @ $5500) $11,000
(Contractor Ceiling) SUBTOTAL $30,730
Intramural Costs $8,000
Analytical $10,000
$18,000
TOTAL $48,730
g¥Y |
BRUCE POTOKA, EPA 0SC FRANK HOLMES PA DEIifﬁg;'CﬂE

U.S. REGION III PA DER
PHILADELPHIA, PA - NORRISTOWN REGION
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Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, Pa.

POLREP # 18

SITUATION
A. Contractor continues to solidify flammable sludges in fibre drums in pre-

paration for incineration.

B. Contractor's estimated cost to complete all site activities rose from
$127,000.00 to $130,000.00 due to price estimate adjustments.

C. OSC made verbal and written request to EPA Headquarters for additional -funds
in the amount of $48,730.00 on 24 Feb. 1983 (1100 hrs.); see FOLREP # 17.

D. Personnel On-Scene 23 Feb 83 24 Feb 83
US EPA 1 1
Pa. DER 1 1
USCG/AST 4 4
TAT 2 2
Contractor 7 9

E. Expenditures 23 Feb 83 24 Feb 83
Rollins Ceiling $140,000.00 $140,000.00
Rollins Cost this Date $6,615.26 $6,739.14
Rollins Cost to Date $78,467.20 $85,206.34
Intramural Cost to Date $19,425. 30 $20,955.56
TOTAL EXPENDITURE TO DATE $97,892.50 $106,161.90

ACTIONS TAKEN
A. MWaste Disposal Task Group met with contractor to discuss existing ceiling

and remaining work load and schedule.

B. Two piles of drums and sludges were discovered in close proximity to the
site 23 Feb 83. TAT assessing the situation and developing cost estimate

for disposal of these wastes.

C. O0SC met with the Public Health Task Group consisting of CDC, Pa. DOH, Chester
County Health, Borough Health Officer and two local nurses to discuss
"how clean is clean" and any health issues which may arise after site closing.

D. Pa DER 0SC, Frank Holmes, making initiai contacts to several local land-
fills inquiring about the analytic requirements and volumetric limitations

~on contaminated soil disposal.

E. TAT developed and initiated a soil sampling program using field instruments
to determine the extent of contamination.
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F. Phoenixville Fire Chief, Jack Krill, notified by 0SC that two solvent tanks
were emptied 23 Feb 83. State Police Arson Investigator Trooper 0'Brian
was contacted by Krill regarding this development. 0SC was informed that
tank abandonment proceedings would be pursued by the State Police. EPA
will secure the tanks by re-tightening the caps.

G. Vacuum truck on-site to remove remaining liquids from drums, both buried
tanks and from one mixing vat in the second shed. Total volume removed
23 Feb 83 was 5000 gallons. Total removed to date 5700 gallons.

111. FUTURE PLANS
A. “0SC presently awaiting funding increase approval necessary for operations to

continue.

B. Contractor to continue placing flammable soilds/sludges into fibre drums
prior to incineration. Flammable solid to tentatively be moved off-site
26 Feb 83.

C. Contractor to begin excavating, staging, and sampling of all newly
located drums. Cost effectiv%hiSposal options to be developed.

BRUCE POTOKA, 0SC : FRANK HOLMES, PA DER 0SC

US EPA REGION III PA DER
PHILADELPHIA, PA NORRISTOWN REGION
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POLREP #19

A.

A.

B.

IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
PHOENIXVILLE, Pa.

SITUATION (1800 hrs. 25 February 1983)

0SC received offical communication from H.D. Van Cleave,
acting director ERD confirming ceiling increase. New ceilings
to date are:

ROLLINS (prime contractor) $170,000.00
INTRAMURAL $ 34,200.00
TOTAL OBLIGATION $204,930.00

Sanitary sewer manhole located next to command post was

dislocated. Mark Coren, Borough Manager, notified OSC that

manhole was damaged by response related vehicle traffic. It

was necessary for the Borough to conduct integrity testing of

the sewer. 0SC contacted Joe Melvin, Ed Cobbs, EPA Region III

and Ray Spears, EPA HQ Claims Officer to inform them of the situation.
1t has not been established whether the prime contractor's

insurance or the U.S. Government will be responsible for

costs incurred for testing and repairing sewer. 0SC is concerned

about maintaining close working relationship with Borough

of Phoenixville which is providing essential services to the

project. Therefore,0SC requests a quick disposition on this

matter.

Personnel On-Scene:

U.S. EPA 01

Pa. DER 01

USCG/AST 04

Contractor 09
EXPENDITURE " CEILING COST THIS DATE . COST TO DATE
ROLLINS $170,730.00 $6844.14 $89,206.16
INTRAMURAL . $ 34,200.00 $1530.26 $21,456. 34
TOTAL OBLIGATION $204,930.00 $8374.40 $110,662.50

ACTIONS TAKEN

Contractor continues to pack and solidify flammable sludges
into fibre drums prior to incineration.

Contractor transported one roll off container holding soli

high flashpoint sludges to secure landfill. Net weight of

material removed from site this date was 15.87 Tons. A second
container holding 15.3 Tons of flyash for solidification was brought

on site.

TAT took 4 soil composite samples for EP toxicity analysis, as
required for local landfills. Chain of custody was maintained

on all samples.

Contractor removed drums from two areas discovered 24 Feb. 83
A total of 22 drums were found and staged.



F

USCG/AST personnel continuing air monitoring, cost control,
documentation, and site safety/security.

111. FUTURE PLANS

A.

C.

Contractor will sample all drums in order to integrate these..drums
into the on-going disposal operations on-site.

Two truckloads of solidified high:flashpoint sludges in fibre drums
are tentatively scheduled to leave site 26 Feb 83. '

Waste Disposal Task Group (EPA, TAT,Pa.DER afid USCG/AST) met
with prime contractor to discuss disposal of flammable liquids

contained in underground tanks and drums. Sources were investigated

that may be able to utilize these liquids(ie cement kilns)

The questionable quality of the flammable 1iquids due to oxidation
and sludge accumulation made the material undesireable. The

prime contractor agreed to accept the 5,000 gallons of flammable
liquid AT NO CHARGE for incineration and utilize the high heating
value of the material to incinerate other waste on site. This
resulted in a project saving of $2720.00. (incineration @ .544
dollers per gallon)

BRUCE POTAKA, EPA 0SC FRANK HOLMES Pa.DER 0SC

U.S.EPA REGION III Pa.DER
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. NORRISTOWN REGION



IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
PHOENIXVILLE, PA.

POLREP 20

I. SITUATION (1600 hrs. 27 Feb 83)
A. Contractor's crew continues to repack low flashpoint solids/sludges <into

fiber drums in preparation for incineration.

B. Personnel On-Scene 26 Feb 27 Feb
US EPA 1 1
USCG/AST 4 4
TAT 1 1
Contractor 6 6

C. Contractor sampled all drums staged from two drum areas discovered 23 Feb 83.

D. USCG/AST continued to control site security and site safety throughout
the weekend. Residents' continued intrest in site activities necessitates
constant monitoring of site perimeter. AST also continues to monitor
air quality inside the exclusion zone and in the contamination reduction
zone. Contract monitoring/cost control functions are being performed by

AST personnel.

E. TAT continues to develop soil sampling program in order to define heavily
contaminated soils. TAT preparing a report on the status of all build-
ings and tanks which will be left on site after close of project.

Cost Cost
F. Expenditures Ceiling 26 Feb 27 Feb Cost to Date
Rol11ins 170,730.00 20,076.66 5032.90 123,839.64
Intramural 34,200.00 1,338.26 (1200.00) 23,994.60
TOTAL 204,930.00 21,414.92 6232.00 147,834.23

(estimated)
IT. ACTIONS TAKEN
A. Two truckloads of flammable solids/sludges (171 drums) were containerized
and transported to the contractor's incinerator, 26 Feb. Of those, 130
fiber drums contained solidified sludges.  The remaining 41 contained
heavily contaminated clothing.

B. Composite soil samples were taken 26 Feb by the contractor in each of the
two drum areas discovered 23 Feb. Samples will be tested for volatile
organics, total metals and EP toxicity.

ITI. FUTURE PLANS
A. Final arrangements will be made for the disposal of emptied drums and

solvent contaminated water contained in drums.

B. Contaminated soils near upper drum storage shed will be identified, scraped
and staged for disposal.
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€ Fence between the two drum storage sheds, which was removed to provide
access between the two buildings, will be repaired by the subcontractor.

D.  Continue pursuing emptied drum disposal options.

-
BRUCE POTOKA, osca FRANK HOLMES =Y
US EPA REGION I1I ' PA DER 0SC

PHILADELPHIA, PA NORRISTOWN REGION



IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
Phoenixville, Pa.

POLREP 21

-I-

11.

itds

SITUATION (1800 hrs. 28 Feb 83)

A. USCG COIL laboratory informed OSC that tank sample is a mixture of hydro-

carbons and chemicals. A total of 35 unidentifiable components were found.
The sample was found to be highly flammable(21,000 BTU/1b.).

B. State Police Arson Investigator Trooper O'Brian and Chester Co. Fire Mar-
shall met with the OSC regarding the status of tanks on site. The 0SC
stated that the two solvent tanks were emptied. The trooper and fire
marshall will pursue proper tank decommissioning procedures.

C. Dan Donnelly, US EPA Central Regional Lab, Annapolis, Md. gave verbal
approval for 3 GC/MS analyses on soil compos1te samples to be taken after
close of the project.

D.  Personnel On-Scene

US EPA 1

- USCG/AST 4

Pa DER 1

TAT 1

Contractor 9
E. Expenditures Ceiling Cost this Date Cost to Date
Rollins 170,730.00 6028.96 129,868.60
Intramural . 34,200.00 1300.00 Est. 25,294.60
TOTAL 204,930.00 7328.96 155,163.20

ACTIONS TAKEN
A. Soil at secondary drum storage shed was scraped in preparation for closing this
portion of the site. The chain 1ink fence between the two sheds was repaired.

B. Drum reclaimer on-scene to transport acceptable drums off-site. A total"
of 96 drums moved off-site this date.

Ce Contractor continues to repack low flashpoint solids/sludges into fibre
drums. High flashpoint materials are being bulked into a rolloff container.

D. O0SC met with former employee of Turco Coatings, Inc. and was informed that
many loads of drums were transported from the facility to a dump called
"Knickerbacher's" and to an unknown facility in New Jersey. The infor-
mation was passed on to Pa DER.

FUTURE PLANS

A. TAT investigating disposal/costs for contaminated rainwater and snow
which collected in open drums.

BRUCE POTOKA, 0SC o _ FRANK HOLMES

US EPA REGION III PA DER 0SC

PHILADELPHIA, PA. NORRISTOWN, PA
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IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
PHOENIXVILLE, PA.

POLPEP 22

SITUATION (1800 hrs. 2 Mar 83)

A. EPA 0SC, PA DER 0OSC, USCG/AST and TAT met with the gth grade class at Warwick
Elementary school to discuss the turco nroject and address general questions
on Superfund. The forum was coordinated by Margot Hunt, US EPA REGION III
Press Officer assigned to this project.

B. Steve Hirsch, US EPA REGION III, on-scene for case development work(1 Mar 83).

C. Joseph Benyo, Phoenixville Building Inspector, informed by the 0SC that two
tamks on-scene were emptied and that the secondary drum storage shed is in
a deteriorating condition.

Mar 2 Mar
1

—

D. Personnel On-Scene
US EPA
PA DER 1
USCG/AST 4
TAT }
Contractor 0 0

E. Expenditures Ceiling Cost(1 Mar) Cost(2 Mar) Cost to Date(COB)

B A

—

RolTins 170,730.00 ¢ 900.83 11,959.24 158,728. 70
Intramural 34,200.00  1321.86 1,238.26 29,565.02
TOTAL 204,930.00° 73 722.69 13,197.50 188,293.72

F. The 0SC recieved final disposition fromMRo]h‘ns Field Services
Manager, that his firm's insurance will k to the dislocated

manhole cover which was damaged 25 Feb 83.

ACTIONS TAKEN .

A.  Vacuum truck collected 1600 gallons of wastewater from drums on-site. TAT
made contacts and arrangements for treatment at DuPont's Chambers Works
facility in Deepwater, NJ. A composite sample was taken from the vacuum truck
and transported to DuPont for analysis(1l Mar). DuPont contacted TAT(2 Mar)
and gave verbal approval for disposal of wastewater at thier facility.

B. Prime contractor's crew continued to empty solids and sludges into fiber
drums for incineration at the contractor's facility. Crushing of emptied
drums also continues.

C. Prime contractor removed 8 fiber packs of flammable solids for incineration.

FUTURE PLANS
A. A1l hazardous materials are scheduled to be off-site 4 Mar 83. Demobilization
of equiptment and trailers is scheduled for Monday(7 Mar 83).

BRUCE POTOKA, 0SC FRANK HOLMES
US EPA REGION III PA DER 0SC
PHILADELPHIA, PA. NORRISTOWN REGION
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IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
PHOENIXVILLE, PA. .

POLREP 23

SITUATION (1800 hrs. 2 Mar 83) .
A. EPA 0SC, PA DER 0SC, USCG/AST and TAT met with the Sth grade class at Warwick

Elementary school to discuss the Turco project and address general questions
on Superfund. The forum was coordinated by Margot Hunt, US EPA REGION 111

Press Officer assigned to this project.

B. Steve Hirsch, US EPA REGION III, on-scene for case development work(1l Mar 83).

C. Joseph Benyo, Phoenixville Building Inspector, informed by the OSC that two
tanks on-scene were emptied and that the secondary drum storage shed is in

a deteriorating condition.

D. Personnel On-Scene 1 Mar 2 Mar
US EPA 2 1
PA DER 1 1
USCG/AST 4 4
TAT 1 f
Contractor 10 0
E. Expenditures Ceiling Cost(1 Mar) Cost(2 Mar) Cost to Date(COB)
Rollins 170,730.00 16 90p.83 11,959.24 158,728.70
Intramural 34,200.00  1371.86 1,238.26 29,565.02
TOTAL 204,930.00  73,222.69 13,197.50 188,293.72

F. The 0SC recieved final disposition from Stephen Deitch, Rollins Field Services
Manager, that his firm's insurance will cover repair work to the dislocated
manhole cover which was damaged 25 Feb 83.

ACTIONS TAKEN .
A. Vacuum truck collected 1600 gallons of wastewater from drums on-site. TAT

made contacts and arrangements for treatment at DuPont's Chambers Works
facility in Deepwater, NJ. A composite sample was taken from the vacuum truck
and transported to DuPont for analysis(1 Mar). DuPont contacted TAT(2 Mar)
and gave verbal approval for disposal of wastewater at thier facility.

B. Prime contractor's crew continued to empty solids and sludges into fiber
drums for incineration at the contractor's facility. Crushing of emptied
drums also continues.

C. Prime contractor removed 80 fiber packs of flammable solids for incineration.

FUTURE PLANS

A. A1l hazardous materials are scheduled to be off-site 4 Mar 83. Demobilization
of equiptment and trailers is scheduled for Monday(7 Mar 83).

BRUCE POTOKA, OSC FRANK HOLMES

US EPA REGION III PA DER 0SC
PHILADELPHIA, PA. NORRISTOWN REGION
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IMMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
PHOENIXVILLE, PA.

)

POLREP

24

SITUATION (1800 hrs. 4 Mar 83)

The OSC submitted to EPA HQ a request for additional funds to complete disposal
of all hazardous materials on-site. No confirmation or denial has L:ocor nbtained
to date.

The OSC made arrangements with the prime contractor to be on stand-by at no
charge tc the govcrnment for March 5 and March 6(weekend). This action will
eliminate incurring charges until request for funding has been reviewed. 24
hour security will be maintained throughout the weekend.

All haiardous materials have been removed from drums and containerized in bulking
chambers or fiber disposal drums.

Borough of Phoenixville Manager was informed by Rollins that costs for in-
specting the sewer will be paid by Rollins.

E.
f 3

Personnel On Scene 3 March 4 March
USEPA 1 1
PA DER 1 1
USCG/AST 4 4
TAT 1 1 B
Contractor 10 6
Expenditures Ceiling Cost(3 Mar) Cost(4 Mar) Cost to Date
Prime Contractor 170,730.00 7126.00 2600.00 168,454 .00
Intramural 34,200.00 1200.00 1200.00 31,965.00
TOTAL 204,930.00 9326.00 3800.00 200,399.00

ACTIONS TAKEN .
One rolloff box containing 440 crushed drums was removed for disposal. Drums
previously contained material which was not able to be emptied sufficiently to
meet RCRA requirements of "empty drums". Therefore manifesting and disposal of
this waste was conducted for hazardous wastes, as per requlations.

Prime contractor completed the bulking of all non-flammable sludges. Two roll-
off containers were filled and solidified for future disposal.

As per OSC's direction, the prime is preparing for the demobilization of man-
power and equiptment.

Analytical results were obtained on two composite samples taken of on-site
spils. The Rollins laboratory reported that no leachable metals were detected.
Total gross contamination with organics was reported to be less than 2 ppm.

A11 fiber packs of flammable solids/sludges have been removed this date. A total
20 drums have been removed for incineration.



FLLREP 25 JIMEDIATE REMOVAL ACTION
TURCO COATINGS
Phoenixville, Ppa.

I. Situation (1200 hours, 11 VMarch 1983)

A. 0SC received verbal approval of contract ceiling increase;
3-7-83 1145 hours. 5 %

B. TAT met with _, Green‘\la]]e_ys Association, to
discuss questions regarding the status of the site after
the close of the removal project ( 3-7-85). = s

C. OSC conducted debriefing meeting at Phoenixville
Borough Hall, 3-2-83 1100 hours. A1l local agencies
attended. Topics discussed included what was ‘accomplished
at Turco and what the post-removal status o+ e site will be.

D. Close of project press briefing was held on-site 3-11-83
1000 hours. George Pochanski and Janet Luffy, USEPA Region 111
OPA, coordianted the briefing. ; -

5 o
11. Actions Taken

! 1;
" s .’ -
A. Command Post demobilized; 3-7-83 1515 hours _Prime con-
tractor's crew continues demobilizing equipmznt and support

trailers. ) .

B. One rolloff container removed from site 3-8-83 1550 hours.
Two rolloff containers removed from site 3-10-83. Third
rolloff contained mostly contaminated soils scraped from
the work areas. A1l three rolloffs to be transported to
secure landfill in New York.. -

" ‘,

C. Subcontractor on-scene 3-9-83 to ;égrade site to remove
physical hazards (ditches, trenches) created during the
removal. :

D. Prime contractor on-scene 3-22-83 to remove from site empty
recovery drums not used on this project.

I11. Future Plans

A. Final POLREP #26 forthcoming pending disclosure by prime
of -final disposal charges incurred.

Bruce Potoka, 0SC Frank Holmes
US EPA Region 111 ) Pa DER 0SC
Philadelphia, Pa. Norristown Region



POLREP 26 - FINAL Immediate Removal Action
Turco Coatings
Phoenixville, PA.

1. SITUATION: (1700 hours, 3/17/83)

A. Site was secured 3/11/8B3. No further site work is required.

I1. ACTIONS TAKEN

a) A summary of selected disposal options and the associated costs
(excerpted from TAT report to OSC) is as follows:

1) Flammable Liquids (5700 gallons)

Incineration No charge
Transportation (2 loads @ $250.00/1cad) $500.00
S500.00
2) Flammable Solids (350 drums)
$ 1,750.00

Fiber drums @ $5.00/drum
Incineration @62.50/drum $21,875.00

Transportation (5 loads @ $250/1o0ad) $ 1,250.00
$24,875.00

3) High flash point solids & sludges
5 rolloff containers

Disposal (64 tons @ $112/ton) $ 7,168.00
Transportation (5 loads @1350/1cad) $ 6,750.00
$13,918.00
4) Contaminated Water (1600 gallons)
* Disposal @ §5/gallon (S 80.00 .
* Transportation (1 load @ $250.00) S 250.00 -
Analytic ' $ 500.00
Overnight Storage [ 108.0n0
S 938.00
5) Contaminated Clothing (56 drums)
Fiber drums @ $5.00/drum (S 280.00
Incineration @ $25.00/drum $ 1,400.00
Transportation @ $250.00/1oad S  250.00
$ 1,930.00

b) The rational behind the selected options was primarily financial.
Additional considerations as follows:

1) Flammable Liquids — Option chosen was to bulk the liguids on-site,
transport to the contractor's facility and incinerate. This option was
chosen because analytical results indicated compatability and burn
parameters were such that liquids could be very efficiently incinerated

(at no charge).



POLREP 26 -Final
Turco Costings
Page 2 of 2

2) Flammable Solids - Option chosen was to repack materials into fiber

drums, solidfy if necessary, transport to the contractor's facility
and incinerate. The highly flammable nature of many drums was such
that this was the only available option. Less flammable solids could

be landfilled at a substantially higher cost.

3) Highflash point solids/sludges — Option chosen was to bulk according

to compsatibilities into rolloff containers, solidify on-site if
necessary and transport to TSD landfill. Incineration of these

materials was also studied and discarded.

4) Contaminated Clothing - Option chosen was to repack into fiber drums

and incinerate. Transportation and disposal at secure landfill
was not a cost effective option,

C. Summary of Contrac

tor Costs

Contract Ceiling
Labor

Disposal
Materials/Subcontr
Operations Support

Total Costs

actors/

Incurred

69,302.00
42,161.00

80,533.00

Funds to be returned to CERCLA

D. Summarv of Intra.

Costs

US EPA
ERT
USCG
TAT

Bruce Potoka, O0SC
US EPA Region III
Philadelphia, Pa.

6,805.00
2,808.57
14,113.72
11,392.00

$35,119.29

$204,930.00

$191,996.38

12,933.62
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./j' R\\ el e EPA clean-up begins

. N
| P FHOENIXVILLE - i g o B
& prevent residents from enlering the area. In addition. Phoenixy

2

e STEEL a0 G L
— CORP. C:] borough leaders scheduled 8 special town meeting for 7 p.m. Sund
© . at the Barkley School, Sccond Avenue and Gay Street. to dis;
A rumors and provide information lo residents. :
The site Is located aloné the right-of-way for a railroad line whe
. c " W

»,Dc’ v iR, . (<) Mellon streets. On Friday, reporters watched as EPA speciali:
h /AT YAl wearing protective gear and gas masks entered the former palnt pls

. using vapor deleclors to measure the amount of leakage coming frc
“the barrels. Friday's snowsform did not hinder the investigation.

The local, state and federal action was sparked two months a
when Phoenixville Fire Chief Jack Krill investigated a fire at the si
allegedly started by neighborhood tecn-agers, according to Poli
Chief Henry Rodrique. He said the facilities were being used as
meeling place by youths and that a carcless spark could have caused

q
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-
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Ham

- C
' ;s cHusCH :
E Holl Street ends, and is situated toward the rear of Whealland a

#ASTE ZONE — A map of Phoenixville depicts the area in which

'A specialty teams will be working to remove 550 drums of toxe . i major explosion al the site.

ste from the former Turco paipt plant. The plant is located off of In turn, police, fire and health official ; ;
‘calland and Mellon streets, but vehicular access to the storage remova,c;fﬁ?e foxic ,r:at”mu" SR bequester. o |mm‘edls
a is through a railroad right-of-way off of Bridge Street. The entire - T ’ : i :

ility has been cordoned off. Phoenixville police are expected to - It's important to understand the reason we've decided (to act_)
ure the area around-the-clock. : : that a lot of the drums are concentrated in a semi-enclosed buildin,
) i which leads to an increased amount of vapors (which could lead to a

explosion)," Bochanski said. =

The Turco plant, which closed between three and four years ago, |
located in an industrial section of Phoenixville. Private residences ar
located about 500 yards away. Pennsylvania Screening Co., whic
employs some 20 people, is located 100 yards away.

Despite erroneous reports made by at least one television statior
Bochanski said no evacuation of residents was planned. He sald th
usual procedure in such operations was to have an evacuation pla

¢ ready touse if needed. -.. - i ) .
“They are the standard safeguards we take on any site.” he said
. **They enable us to say if something should go wrong. we have a
orderly procedure to follow." - o :

It was undelermined if Phoenixville taxpayers would foot the bill fo

- the 24-hour police security. When questioned by The Mercury

' Bochanski said EPA had made payments to a municipality, Lotl
“\ Haven, Pa., where. some 1,800 barrels, holding tanks and chemica

- process baths were removed last year. _ .

" { The Phoenixville clean-up will actually be the second emergenc)

removal .in the Philadelphia region since the Superfund wa:

. established two years ago. Bochanski said environmental response

teams (ERTs) cleared -out -2 chlorine problem in Glenside,
~ Montgomery County, in December. '

There have been 12 emergency clean-ups in EPA's Region 3. whick

.includes the states of Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, West
Virginia and Virginia, according to Bochanski.

Friday's preparations had started the day before when makeshift
headquarters were established at the site by the EPA and an
environmental. contractor, Rollins Environmental Services,

i Bridgeport, N.J. About 50 people, including local police, emergency
-~. preparedness and health officials, are expected to aid in the removal,
-*.according to the EPA. - s ,

. . Turco, a subsidiary of A.C. Mangles Inc., stopped operations at the
. _ site four years ago, and had filed for bankruptcy in 1880. It abandoned
, - the paint plant Shortly afterwards.

Thomas Mirabile, owner of Superior Industries Ltd., purchased the
property last year at a sheriff's sale and filed for a permit from the
state Department of Environmental Resources to remove wastes in
drums around the site. -

’ The materials had been left unprotected on a loading dock behind
the plant, and Mirabile moved the bulk of the barrels indoors after
learning the price for removal would be prohibitive, according to the

- EPA. '

i Bochanski said the action aggravated the toxic situation by

concentrating the paint vapors under a roof.

.+ = When the clean-up is complete, EPA officials will certify that no fire

| . or explosive hazard exists at the site. However, some low-level

contamination could still remain. EPA is expected to take soil
samples and analyze the ground.

The emeroanecy rrowe aro ovnertod ta warl fram ruandnien ta comea '

The Mercury

February 12 , 1983
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barrels of toxic chemicals that had been left at the site.
State and Federal officlals are preparing to have the
waste chemicals moved to & sale toxic-waste facllity.

TOXIC WASTES TO BE MOVED: At a former paint-
manufacturing plant In Phoenixville, Pa., an Investiga-
tor with the Environmental Protection Agency inspects
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Few attend toxic
waste public meeting

PHOENIXVILLE . — Officials
chose the largest auditorium in
Phoenixville for the meeting, but a
mere handful of residents showed up
last night for a question and answer
session on the borough'’s hazardous
waste crisis. o )

About 10 residents were on hand

-

last night to hear what Is being done
to clean up 550 barrels of highly
volatile solvents and paint sludge at
the old Turco Coatings plant off
Wheatland Street.

The residents were outnumbered
by officials from the borough, the
county, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the state
Department of Environmental
Resources (DER) and the federal
Center for Disease Control.

" .Bruce Potoka, the on-site coor-

dinator for EPA, said 50 samples
from the drums were sent off for
testing Sunday to Rollins En-
vironmental Services of Bridgeport,
-NJ.

Poloka said the tests will deter-

mine nhcther the wastes can be
(SeeTOXIO P2)

Phoenlxwlle Pa .

‘e Toxzc

{Contmm,dfmm Page 1)

“incinerated at the Rollins facility in
Bridgeport, or will have to be buried
*in a landfill at some other location.
The drums should be removed
-within two weeks, according to
Potoka. He said the EPA has not yet
' determined what route it would use
to transport the drums out of town. -
Potoka answered a question that
has been on many minds — why the
sudden rush of activity when the
drums have sat at Turco for years? -
According to Potoka, the danger
has increased in recent years
'because the susbstances inside the.
‘drums have deteriorated. :
¢ “As d.rums sit. they deteriorate,’-

“ he  Said. "It was time to do

.:- something.” He said an ex-
plosimeter, which is used to detect
gas leaks, had detected an explosive
atmosphere in each drum.

"“‘A cigarette, just tossed, if it
landed in a drum, could have caused
an explosion,” he said.

The problem was aggravated
because youths often played and
;. sometimes drank at the site, he said.

'Three * weeks _ago, firefi ighters
responded to a call at the site and
‘found a pallet, burning in the
building. ‘It was apparently lit by
playing children.

Potoka described fire and ex-
plosion as the biggest dangers at the
site.

-~ *'We don't see anyﬂung that would
indicate ~any _long-term health
. hazard.""he sa‘id ’

i T
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Evacuationzone - - - - ..

 The shaded portion of the map above shows the area to half mile radius around the plant. Some 2,000 to 2,500
be evacuated in the event of an explosion or accidert people would be affected by an evacuation, according to
during the cleanup of toxic wastes at the old Turco officials. -~

Coatings plant off Wheatland Street. The area covers a . L 7
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evacuation plan

B)'MARR BULIK -
Staff Writer .

PHOENIXVILLE Borough
officials last night unveiled an
emergency plan to evacuate some
2,500 Phoenixville residents in the
event of an explosion-or accident at
the old Turco Coatings planl off

Wheatland Street. :
The plant is the site of a toxir
waste cleanup effort by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency

(EPA).Some 550 drums containing

volatile paint solvents are stored in a
building there.

At a public meeting Tast night at
Barkley School,. Donald Sees.
director of the Phoenixville
Emergency Management Agency.
said the plan calls for the evacuation
of a half mile radius around the site

‘in the event of an accident.

. The_zone runs roughly from Gay

§treel in the east ho Pa'radise Street
in the west and from Phoenix Steel
Corp. in the north to Nutt Road and
Chester Avenue in the south.

Sees said residents of the area
would be notified of the evacuation

AV AAAAAARy
Evacuation zone
map appears on Page 2

AAAAAAAAAAY

through broadcasts on radio stations
WNAR, WYIS and WPAZ.

The local cable TV station on
Channel 8 would also broadcast the
warning, and vehicles with public
address systems would patrol the

- streets of the evacuation zone,

warning people to leave, according
to Sees.
= (See PLAN, P2)

Phoemxwlle Pa.
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EvéCUatl
route

clarifi zed

“In Monday’s edjtlon The Evemng

- Phoenix incorrectly identified Main

Street as one of the roads designated
as an evacuation route in the event
of an explosion or accident at the old
Turco Coatings plant. :
"Phoenixville Emergency
- Management Agency Directlor

‘Donald Sees said today that Main

Street is not an evacuation route.

Gay Street is the designated route

for downtown residents seeking to
reach the relocation centers -at
Phoenixville Area High School and

-~ “Junior High School.

West End residents who lwe nort.h
of Chester Avenue would be asked to
evacuate -south on Mason Street,
then east on Chester and Anderson’
avenues. The evacuation route turns

south on Lane Avenue, then east on

o 1

Tiem

pr————

a .,—.._.__..._._.‘._.‘_.._,. -

‘e Route -7

{Continued from .' tage 1)

City Line and south on Gay Street.
Residents of Althouse Lane, Maple

'Avenue and Cherry Streét would be

.asked to head south on Cherry Street
sto Chester Avenue, then take the

same route as West End residents.

(See ROUTE, Pz)

B - t_'-g;..._-.-..._*a, L

“Breckenridge Street and

Washingon Avenue residents would
be asked to drive south on
Wheatland Street, then east on Nutt
Road and south on Gay Streel to the

“high school.
Sees , said - that in lieu of

evacuation, residents may be asked
to simply stay indoors and keep their

_ windowsshut, .
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Wednesday, Feb. 16 ]983

PHOENIXVILLE — Represen-
tatives of the ‘Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) and the
of Environmental
Resources (DER) are continuing
today to sample and stage the

contents of more than 500 drums

containing possibly hazardous
wastes at the former Turco Coatings
plant off Wheatland Street.

~"Margo Hunt, an EPA spokesman.
said this morning that the agency is
= ntinuing to monitor air at the cite
and its perimeter also. “‘There is
nothing above background levels,”

* Mrs. Hunt said.

: The EPA spokesman said there
has been “extraordinarily good
cooperation between . the agency.

. borough officials, the police and the

residents’ during the testing.

. * Since the EPA was notified

.

Tuesday about the possibility of
onderground storage tanks at the
site, the investigators have found

_ two, and both have been sampled for

bazardous waste. The teams are still
trying to locate other possible un-
@erground storage tanks.

I Mrs. Hunt said 80 drums found in a

" small building next to the Turco
. plant have been inventoried also.

said the in-
working  with

" The spokesman
vestigators are

Razardous waste
fests on; resulis
expected in days

borough officials today to determine
how to move the 80 drums from the
building to the area where the other
drums are.

“We are checking for any un-
derground utility lines in the area,”

‘ Mrs. Hunt said.

(See TURCO, P2)

® Turco
(Continued from Page 1)

“We want to take
them out on the normal route, not on

"amainroad.”

Mrs. Hunt said the agency is

; hoping to have the testing results by
* the end of the week and hope to
".announce a removal date at that

Phoemxvdle Pa.

time. :

About 20 EPA and DER
representatives and technicians are
working at the Turco plant site in
cooperation with local police. The
workers are on the scene from 6:30
am. to 6:30 p.m. daily, Mrs. Hunt
said. “_'h.i]e they do not want to in-
convenlence residents of the area,
they do want to get the job done as
quickly as possible,

SO - -
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B} MARK BUIIK
Staff Writer
PHOENIXVILLE — thmals of
the-U.S. Environmental Protection

' _'. Agency (EPA) are investigating a

- -

to Mrs Hunt. -

She 'said EPA 1mestlgators are'

report that five large storage tanks,
possibly containing hazardous
wpstes, may be buried at the old
Tprco coating planl off Wheatland

7:-_ Street. -

More than 500 drums (_ontammg
potentially explosive solvents and

. . paint sludge have already been

'fqundonthesne TTL L e

-“c
e

Investigators

e ...._--..—--.__-.-_._- -
s

bm]dmg next to' Lhe Turco plant

»
3

company told agency officials that
up to five 5,000-10,000 gallon storage
tanks may -be huned on the
property.

According to Mrs. Hunt, EPA
officials have not confirmed the
report. She said they are unsure of
the exact location and contents of
the tanks.

EPA technicians will begin
searching for the buried tanks with
metal detectors. If they are found.
tests will be run to see if the tanks

A . o . L

had previously.

S

e e

'EPA, said a former emp!oyee of the

stored in one building.
Testing also continued on the 520
drums found in the first bul]dmg

o

s at Tuarco

eI — —" B Qv——-—-—:—— _.._____"___ F

¢, cinerated or buried in a landfill, °

testmg__anothera{)drunw found m‘_a‘ be]iivgti__tha} f‘_ll _t_t.me drums were

The testing is expected to continue
through this week. EPA officials
must determine the contents of each
drum before they can begin
removing them, according Mrs.

" Hunt.

- Once the drums are removed,
their contents will either be in-

EPA officials said.

The EPA arrived on the scent two
~eeks ago. Agency officials "had
inspected the site last summer but
were called back for another look by
Phoenixville Fire Chief Jack Krill,

who was concerned about fires on

(See WASTE P2)

B

-: On . Sunday,

‘o Waste

_'J( ontin m'dfn:m Page 1)
Llhe property.-

Aftera secon{! mspeclton the EPA

‘allecated $156,000 to clean up the-

sfte. The agency set up a command
post there last Thursday in.con-
junction with the state Department
of Environmental Resources.

unveiled an emergency plan . to be

implemented in the event of an

explosmn or accident at the site.
Phoenixville emergency

management director Don Sees said

borough officials ,

residents within an half mile radius
of the plant may be asked to remain
indoors and close their doors and
windows in the event of an accident.

He said the 2,000 to 2,500 residents
within that area may also be asked
to relocate temporarily. Officials
have stressed that while an
evacuation is a possibility. there are
no plans to institute one at present.

Turco Coatings Inc. manufactured
paint at the plant for years before
going bankrupt in 1981. The property
was then purchased at a sheriff's
sale by Thomas Mirabile, owner of

‘Superior Beverage.
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Phoenixville:
'no problems’ with
initial clean-up

By M. JOAN McINTIRE
(Local News Correspondent)

Contents lesting of approximately 550
drums of hazardous waste began last
week in Phoenixville at the former Turco
Coatings Inc. at Wheatland and Mellon
Streets. The Environmental Protection
Agency, Rollins Co. of Bridgeport N.J.
and the U.S. Coast Guard are evaluating
the drums' contents in preparation for
sending the waste to an incineration cen-
ter or an EPA licensed landfill.

Environmental Protection Agency On-
Site coordinator Bruce Patoka said Tues-
day that so far no problems have devel-
oped. The drums are being moved to a
staging area in front of the building where
they were slored.

*“It decreases the chance of fire when
the drums are more spread out. Each one
is numbered and its sample is sent to the
lab for analysis,” Patoka said. “'It's possi-
ble that if the contents are compatable,
the drums could be emptied into a tanker
to remove the material. That's one reason
for the testing."”

Testing within the perimeter of the
building, designated as a hazardous area
by orange tape, and inside the building it-
self, is done by employees of the Rollins
Co., which specializes in environmental
clean-up and handling of hazardous waste
materials.

The drums are believed to contain a va-
riety of paint solvents and paint sludges

from the now bankrupt Turco Co., which
manufactured paint. However, the con-
tents must be ascertained before the Rol-
lins company can accept them and decide
to send them to its Bridgeport N.J. facili-
ties for incineration or to its Baton Rouge,
La. EPA approved hazardous waste land-
ill . P
; Samples are sent dally to the compa-
ny's laboratory in Bridgeport. First re-
sults are expected today and according td
Patoka, Friday or Saturday is the earliest
they expect to move any material from
the site, _

Most of the drums have been on the site -
for a number of years. Some are deterio-
rated, and may be shipped using & method
called overpack, in which a deteriorated
drum is placed In a larger drum that can
be sealed. Absorbant material will be
used also fo insure against spillage in the
trucks, Patoka said.

Coast Guerd assistance

The Atlantic Strike Team of the Coast
Guard is assisting the EPA with monitor-
ing the site for fumes. Patoka said, ‘‘We
work together often. They (the Coast
Guard) had people available and we need-
ed some. We are all emergency people;
we can use this to polish up our re-
sWnse'.l

The Coast Guard team has assisted the
EPA in oll spills and other hazardous
waste spills. Workers entering the perim-
eter wear disposable protective clothing

(Continued on Page 2 Column 6)

Testing

‘Continued from Pagel)
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STEVE JARVELLA of the Environmen-

tal Protection Agency, wearing an
air purifier ond a plastic suit, gets
ready to enter the Turco Coofings
Inc. perimeter in Phoenixville yester-
day morning to monitor air quality.
Photo by M. Joan Mcintire.

Mmade of a paper fabric covered with plas-

tic film,

Openings at the wrist are taped

shut around gloves. The one-pi i

: ne-piece sujts
tally cover workers’ feet ans heads: fatfg
masks connected to breathing apparatus

cover the face and proyide filtered air.

Patoka said the heavy snowfal) slowed

up the

process at first, inmnveniencing

workers trying to bring in equipment. The

trailers for the command

post, first-aid,

and €quipment were in place before the

nnnnnn
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WEARING PROTECTIVE SUITS, a crew from

the Environmental Protection Agency uses .

three-foot hoses to pump toxic paint and
solvent materials from 55-gallon drums into a

: - :

tank truck at an abandoned paint company
site in Phoenixville, Chester County. The
EPA has allocated $156,000 from the contro-
versial Superfund to clean up the site.
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Tu rcozy -
clean up ‘
to con’nnue L

A{ter a day* off for Presidcut s/
Day; cleanup operations atl Tu.rco‘. L
Coatings Inc., Phoenixvﬂle. Cwlllo
continue toriay Rk 20

- oLy s "
~Clean- -up creLs for lhe Envu-on-'
mental Protection ‘Agency . (EPA)
were not on' the site' Mondayy. as
Iedera? workera celebrated both .
Washlngton 5 and Lincoln 5
b:rlhdsys K ; ’

F’
i Ina re!ateq matler. the Phoenix
anlle “Board of, Health will meet
tonight at 8 o’clock in the Municipal
Building. Thé Board of Health has
“input lnto the clean-up operatlons at .
Turco ;.;-u L S -

-~

' The EPA has discovered . more
“than 600 55-gallon drums and three
‘underground . tanks at the , Turco
“property that contain toxic wastes.
-Last Friday the first tank trunk left
lthe former paint factory wlth 5,000

gallons of toxic uas!es i TN
i
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A FRONT-END LOADER is used to shift hozardous wastes from o site in
Phoenixville 1o the dumpsters which will be used to transport the waste fo
an opproved disposal site. Photo by M. Joan Mclntire

Phoenixville waste
goes to NY landfill

By M. JOAN McINTIRE
(Local News Correspondent

Removal of hazardous waste at the
Phoenixville site of the former Turco
Coatings Co. paint company moved into
what the EPA calls “bulking” over the
weekend, as workers empty drums of sol-
id paint sludge, varnishes and paint waste
into a large container.

The rectangular three-cubic-yard con-
tainer is similar to a trash dumpster, but

il

front-end loader which takes it to the
large container.

Laboratory tests have shown that the
sludge -and paint wastes from various
drums are compalible, therefore not dan-
gerous to be mixed together. On-scene
coordinator Bruce Patoka said he expects
thewasle will be moved Monday evening
to the BFI hazardous wasle landlill at Ni-
agara Falls, N.Y.

*The Rollins people will take it there;
we delermined the closest place from a
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Turco wastes fo
go to NY landfill

(Continued from Page 1)
landfill and they work together with the
Rollins Co.," said Paloka.

Some of the sludge is old and decom-
posed, according to an EPA spokesman
and most of it is solid. Saturday, the Rol-
lins Co. removed a tank truck of hazard-
ous liquid pumped from some of the ap-
proximatlely 600 drums found on the site
at Bridge and Mellon Sts. The liquid was
taken to the company's Bridgeport, N.J.
incinerator for disposal.

On Friday, EPA spokeswoman Margo
Hunt said the hazardous waste so far ana-
lyzed indicated the presence of naphthene,
benzene ethylbensene and toulene, all ex-
plosive.

Testing of liquid material still on the
site is continuing. Last week, about 80 ad-
ditional drums and three underground
tanks were found. Patoka said Monday
that the one of the tanks conlained con-
taminated water; the other two appear to
contain kerosene or old solvents. The
EPA is wailng for results from the Rol-
lins N.J. lab.

Region III director of public affairs
George Bochanski said the material found
so far seems compatible with the manu-

facture of paint, but an investigation by
the EPA will continue to determine re-
sponsibility for the waste.

Under the Superfund law, the EPA can
move to immedialely remove hazardous
waste Lo minimize danger if the responsi-
ble party or parties cannol be found, or
cannot or will not clean it up. It then be-
comes a liability to the responsible par-
ties ‘when they are determined. The 1.6
billion Superfund began in 1980, funded by
taxes on oil and chemical companies.

The Turco Co, a former manufacturer
of paint, went bankrupt and ceased opera-
tions aboul three years ago. Thomas Mir-
abile, owner of the Superior Beverage Co.,
purchased the property at a sheriff's sale.
He applied for a permit to move the haz-
ardous waste in April of last year, but ac-

ccording to Phoenixville Mayor Robert M.

Gray found it too expensive.

Mirabile told the Daily Local News Fri-
day that he had no comments on the situa-
tion. The Superfund has allocated $156,200
to the project. .

Pebruary 22,1983
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Cleanup iilm
will be used
for training

By M. JOAN McINTIRE
(Local News Correspondent)

It's not exactly a "“casl of Lhousands,
lights-camera-action”  production, but
Ken Stewart, who is in charge ol training
and public education for the Chester Coun-
ty Emergency Services Agency, is shool-
ing the EPA Superfund cleanup in Phoe-
nixville as a training film on how such a
projeclis carried out.

“There has to be a lot of cooperation

_ between local and federal agencies in an

operation like this. We have to have a plan
and keep the public informed," said Stew-

In the future, lo.cal fire companies, po-

lice, municipal authorities and others in-
" volved in any similar operations will have

the 20-25 minute video tape to show just
what “‘these fellows do and what mea-
sures are taken to avoid contamination,”
Stewarl said.

Not a high budgel epic, the taping is

. being done by Stewart himself at the site
of the former Turco Coatings Co. at

" Wheatland and Mellon Sts. where approxi-
.. malely 600 drums and three underground
.. tanks have been found containing hazard-
~ous wasle left from operations of the ban-
" krupt paint company. The cleanup began

. last week and probably will continue

through next week.

Using video equipment borrowed from
the Tredyffrin Police Department and the
Chester County detectives, Stewart spent
about two hours in the rain last Thursday
to get about 30 minutes of usable video
tape and €0 pictures for a slide presenta-

tion he’s also preparing. )
“I'm using my own camera for the still

. shots, and I'll probably narrate it myself.
_It's not costing us very much,” Stewart

said.
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Readers' Views . . .

Chesco Health Department missed the boat

Dear Editor:

The recent Turco Coatings plant
environmental crisis in the Borough
of Phoenixville makes one wonder
where the Chester County Health
Department has been these years
while the crisis has brewed.

The incumbent county com-
missioners have denied my charges
that county government has become
inefficient, but they cannot explain
how a department with a 1.9 million
dollar annual budget could allow this
dangerous situation to reach
proportions that the federal
government needs to become in-
volved.

Plans for evacuation of residents
are serious business! The Borough
of Phoenixville certainly lacks the
resources adequately to deal with
this problem alone.

It is admirable that the federal
government now will help to analyze
the situation and deal with it. Why
has county government missed the
boat? 1 call upon the county
government to explain why their
Health Department gives such little
attention to issues of great moment
for the citizens of Phoenixville.

The county health department
inspects restaurants, licenses seplic
tanks, and provides some nursing
services. The unanswered question
is “How many hazardous and toxic
waste situations, far more
dangerous than any dirty restaurant
or unauthorized septic drain field,
are brewing while this multi-million
dollar county department sleeps?”

Thomas E. Martin Jr.
Kennett Square

. ——
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EPA removes solid

waste from Turco

By MARK BULIK
Staff Writer’

PHOENIXVILLE — The first
truckload of solid paint wastes rolled
out of the former Turco Coalings
plant just off Wheatland Street
yesterday as cleanup operations
continue at the toxic waste site,
officials said today.

Joe Donovan, a spokesman for the

U.S. Environmental Protection.

Agency, said some 16 tons of paint
waste solidified by fly ash were
removed from the site Monday.

The solid wastes will be disposed
of by Browning Ferris Industries of
Model Cities, New York, according
to Donovan. -

On Friday. some 5,000 gallons of
liquid wastes were removed from
the site, where the EPA has
discovered- almost 600 drums of
potentially explosive paint solvents

and sludges.

Donovan said EPA technicians
worked through the weekend
pumping the wastes from the drums.
The cleanup is not expected to be
completed for another week and a
half.

In a related matter, a state police
fire marshal has ordered the closure
of three large underground tanks
found at the site. Donovan said the
tanks contain about 2,400 gallons of
solvents.

The solvents will be pumped out
and likely incinerated, he said. The
tanks will then be cleaned and filled
with sand, according to Donovan.

He said a fourth buried tank has
been found inside a building on the
site. The tank reportedly contains
water and sorne liquid wastes.

“It’s not clean water, but it doesn’t
present a problem,” he said.
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Photo by Liz Andrews

An employee of the Environmental Protection Agency ( EPA), partially
shown;, checks sofl samples taken from the Turco Coatings toxic waste
cleanup site,” using ‘an organic vapor analyzer. Looking on is Ken

b g gen

’ - "
" | Steward, left, public €ducation coordinator for the Chester County
: | Department of Emergency Services, while Mark Force, field coordinator

for the same county agency, helps with the reading. The procednre heing
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Editorial: |
Phoenixville
cleanup

If the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency attacked the other toxic waste pro-
blems in this area as energetically as it is
cleaning up the Turco Coatings site in
Phoenixville, we would all be virtually
assured of a safe environment.

Within days after the drums of paint-
manufacturing waste were discovered in
downtown Phoenixville, a waste removal
company was on the scene, a press confer-
cnce was held in a swirling snowstorm, and
EPA officials were stumbling over one
another to promise the town swift action.

There are two factors at work here,

One is the type of emergency. The paint
by-products are flammable. They’re right in
town, and if they ever catch fire, the
poisonous fumes would create a real dis-
aster. For once, the EPA can prevent a
disaster instead of having to clean up after
one. It's a lot easier to haul away some
scaled drums than it is to clean up
carcinogen-soaked soil and poisoned
groundwater at sites such as Moyer’s
LandTill. - "k

The other factor is rooted in Washington.
EPA Sdministrator Anne Gorsuch is under
fire from Congress, whose members believe
she hasn't done enough to enforce toxic waste
laws. The Superfund .has gone virtually
unused: Gorsuch will not consider levying
penalties on polluting industries, and she has

‘done precious little to clean up existing,

dangerous toxic waste dumps. It has taken
two years just to identify the worst of them in
the nation. (Three turned out to be in the
Pottstown areca.) Given the pressure on the
EPA these days, some swift action on
emerging problems is-a great public rela-
tions gimmick. Phoenixville is benefitting
from that fact.

Whatever its reason, the EPA is acting
properly in the Turco matter. The drums are
a time bomb. They should be removed as
soon as possible. We applaud the federal
agency's swift response.

We just wish it happened a little more

often.
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By MARK BULIK ot o/

* Staff Writer - .
PHOENIXVILLE — An additional
15 ‘drums’ ‘believed to "contain J&
hazardous paint wastes were found KISy
Wednesday at the former Turco BRriz
Coatings plant off Wheatland Street, [E
,officlals said today. = : g
The "discovery raises to 629 the o
numbers of drums found at the site, P27
where ithe U.S. Environmental F=
Pr ~tion~Agencyi(EPA)-is con- iﬂ
du .ganexiensivecleanupeffort. ¥
EPA spokesman Margo Hunt said r '
the 15’ drums were found:near an’
embankment and that the contents
‘of the drums are being tested today." H
Other drums discovered on the sile <
were “found to contain potentially 'i,, 4
highly explosive solvents and paint i}
sludges.t'»  Sanfre ) e g
. The " effort to: remove -those §=
materials continued yesterday as fERrmrs
the EPA moved out another tanker -f
truck filled with liquid toxic wastes. ; ¥
Mrs. “Hunt -said the ‘solvents and‘j = :
other, flammable ‘materials " were :.-
taken to a Rollins’Environmental f55c3
Services” ‘disposal ‘ facility ".in E el iz
Sridgeport, N.J., where they will bé ‘B3 gerbar.
ncinerated. 5 ity o My ’,‘-'-' =
» Meanwhile, technicians continued g s
-mptying - more-.than 600 ‘drums ¥ e
‘ontaining dangerous wastes:at the f& s
Ite. Removal of all wastes from the F it s,
roperty is expected to be comy S ;
; S et . > !
A e I leaniip continuest i 2 .
-ERA "< officlals? met<Fwith, . § 1] ":p':a-":fw.-u?-*:--"‘-"-‘\""*‘?-'“-? LR TR BOSR & NG S AR
e;éras-entahves'!pf_ Q}E{?hgemxﬂlle;‘ Technicians pump hazardous liquid wastes from a “An EPA spokesman sald the \n;s;.és“a}e“bgl:g
mees'@l' Ct?untyhboa;d.spf}?eajth drum at the former Turco Coatings plant on Wheatland : cinerated in New Jersey. The empty drums (show
greay to discuss the situation at Street Yesterday:as the: cleanup effort by -the U.S, - ‘background) will be crushed and disposed of ‘1
5 xer-paint factory once the Enyironmental Protection Agency (EPA) continues. - landfill in New York: B Sl 0T

F o

7 ‘5-1"._‘:" 7 d:“.ﬂ:, T e eIy

SAdiaa Ty S ey e vk Ay gt

‘P Apletesthe cleanupiesfs - o - Mo T e
Mrs“Hunt said:thé. EPA iscon-t ' - o
xrned ‘about the persistent smell.of ;.

Intin‘one building.3>~/oar 420:7.

_——
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A
e ‘ByMARKBULm E1=gogw
: " 'Staff Writer “* @ -~ =
' PHOENIXVILLE —

}‘EPA bka y-s extr

Turco cleanup

: % . o

«drums- conta:mng polenllally ex-
‘plosive solvents and paint sludges on

The U.S.« the site.

Enwronmenlal Protection " Agency. 5 *In the course of the cleanup, an '

(EPA) has allocated nearly $50,000
in additional funds for the cleanup of
‘hazardous wastes at the former.
Turco Coatings plant off Wheatland,
Street, officials said today.

- EPA spokesman Margr! Hunt said
an ‘additional $48,730 was approved
F’riday because EPA technicians .
"had found more -drums than, ex-
pf:cled at the site.

:The * moves raises ., ibe tot.a]
estlmated cost of Hhe cleanup

¥ npcrabon to more than $200 000. The-,".

. . aThe,

.money comes from affederal ,
““Superfund” created two'years ago .
16 clean up abandoned hazardou.s
waste dumps. P

EPA had

i designated $156,000 for~ the ‘cleanup_”

.+ operation... At" that, time “officials "

o eét;mate_d theré . were about 550,

v
]
== T .

additional 80 drums were found in a
storage shed and 15 were found near
an embankment.’” The EPA ‘also
“uncovered four underground storage
f.an‘.ks on the property. '
" Mrs. Hunt said the removal of the
hazardous wastes may be completed
- by the end of this week. She said two
- truckloads, containing flammable
solids were removed last Saturday.

"UThe matenal encased "in 160
i special ﬁberpacks was shipped to a
‘Rollins Environmental . . Services
" ‘disposal facility’ in ! New': ‘Jersey,
-where it will be mcmerated s

‘On. Fnrfa) a r:ontamer hclld.mg 30

orlgtnallym_ cuhlc yards . of "non-volatile sludge

was - removed from ! the * site for
dxsposal at a landf:]I near ngara-
1Falls #‘1‘{\ ..1’ 1 ‘.'1‘.'.

b.— - !

f.h
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toxic wdste trammg ﬁlm

PHOENIXVILLE The former

' Turco Coatings plant has proved a

massive headache for federal of-
ficials. ‘charged "with ~ removing
Thundreds of drums of potentially

hazardous c'heml cal wa stes from the _

site. ~-7- F o

But there maj be an educahona]
aspect to the cleanup operation at
the former paint factory off
Wheatland Steet. _
‘County Emergency Services Agency

" is shooting a training film at the site.””

Ken. Stewart, the training and
public education director for the
agency, said the 25-minute film will
document the cleanup effort’ and
highlight the
taken to avoid contamination. ...

‘According to Stewart, the
videotape will be shown to police,
fire companies and municipal

- authorities throughout the county.
He is wusing video equipment -

borrowed from the Tredyffrin
Tuvmshlp police department and the

The Chester .

proper measures to be - 2

Cleaﬁup provzdmg materz,al for

R R s

-

'to continue mto next week, at a cnst
_of 5156 uon :

e e

b o5 oe . - (SeeFILM, P2)
. v F
. S
; 4
* Film 5
(Continuéd from Page 1) - b
Chester County detectwes for the { : i e e
low-budget project. i 4 A SN
More than 600 drums conta1mng I = 52 30 ¥
" hazardous chemical wastes “have % 5 ¥ H’mhrm""m
= g . :.. h g atrgple 27 3 1.
been found at the Turco site. The ! Ken St.ewart grins as he shoots part of a Irauung fﬂm on }mzardous
" U.S. Environmental Protection - ! waste cleanup operations at the former Turco Coatings plant in
Agency (EPA)' began work on Phoenixville. Stewart, of the Chester County Emergency Services
removing the wastes Idst“eek { Agency, plans to show the iﬂmtoflrefighlers po]jce and local authorities
Tt - - i throughnuttheconnty e splar Ben of L Sne =
The remoyal process is expecledf_ i b e SR 2 R i AT “n. PR

‘Muﬁu.mh—;.hh -
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“Messy process -,

i’ .

Environmental Protection Agcnc:v (EPA) workers are then packed, along with sawdust, into cardboard

siphon off liquids from drums containing volatile sub- drums that are bauled away and incinerated, drum and

stances during the cleanup at the former Turco Coatings all. EPA officials said yeslerday afternoon that the
plant in Phoenixville this week. The solids and sludges cleanup should be completed Monday morning.
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Weather ™
delays 2
_cleanup

3 ,-.1

Al s

. ByMARK BULIK ;. i "

. ey Staff Writer, g
PHOENIXVILLE — Wef weather

has bogged down the last siages of

the cleanup effort st the former

* Turco Coatings plant off Wheatland
Street, but federal officidls say they
hope to curnple‘be the job by the end
of the week. . 5.

. Margo Hu.nt, 2 on'kesman lor the
‘U.S. Environmental Protectioa
Agency {EPA), said some 20 tons of
contaminated soil and sludge must
still be removed from the old paint
factory.

The EPA is coordmahng the
cleanup at the site, where more than
600 drums containing hazardous

. chemnical wastes were found. .

Borough officials took -up  the

Turco issue at two meeti of
council committees this week.

On Wednesday, members of the
_ finance committee recommended
" that the borough seek compensation
from the EPA for $30 paid to special

fire police for their work in directing -

traffic at the site.

On Tuesday,Borough Manager
Mark Coren said the EPA will try to
recover -the money it has spent
cleaning up the ' site from
Phoenixville businessman Thomas

Mirabile, current owner of the .
property.The EPA has allocated

more than $200,000 for the project.

[The Public Safety Committee also

discussed ways and means to
_ prevent a recurrence of the 'I‘urco
7 situstion. - - 3

j’ Several committee members said

they were ‘surprised the Turco ..

propérty had been sold at a sheriff's

“sale .in 1981, despite the fact that'
large amounts of hgzardous wastes

- were. s‘lored aN.he site.
(See TURCO, P2)

- ey

* Turco
(Continued from Page 1)

“We could pass & local ordinance
requiring an environmental audit of
any industrial property sold in the

* borough,” Coren suggested.

Councilman Gerald Kowal (D-6)
suggested that the borough staff
contact state and federal
representatives to see if there are
any current laws prohibiting the sale
of properties containing hazardous
wastes. Kowal said the borough
should urge the passage of such a
law if none exists now.

The committee approved the
snggestion and recommended it to
the full council for approval.
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completed at Turco site

By MARK BULIK EPA press officer Janet Luffy said

.' Staff Writer the last of the toxic wasles were
i PHOENIXVILLE — Officials of - removed yesterdny,whcnsﬂﬂcublc
the US. Environmental Protection yard box containing paint sludge
; ) Agency (EPA) announced today Wwas hauled away for disposal at 8
Evening Phoenix | workers have completed the New Yorklandfill.
.h 11, 1983 removal of hazardous wastes from The end of the cleanup operation
’ ’ the former Turco Coatings plant. was announced at an on-site press

The emergency cleanup conference this morning, where
operalion, which began one month EPA regional administrator Peter
ago today, cost $225,000, sccording Bibko praised local authorities for
to EPA officials. Money for the their help.
project came from a $1.6 billion “EPA is very proud of the work
federal “Superfund” created in 1981 we've done here,” he said. “We'd
to clean up abandoned hazardous like to thank the city of Phoenixville.
wasle siles. We've had total cooperation,”".

'Hazardous waste remiovel

The regional administrator said to recover the cost of the cleanup himor the former owner,’" he said.
he was unsure if the agency would operation. v BE LIABLE
take legal action against Thomas «‘We haven't made 2 decision yet Under xgeral law. the current or
Mirabile, current owner of the site, on whether we'll take action against  gormer owners of a waste site may

- - - - -

be held liable for cleanup costs.
Bibko commended Bruce Potoka,
the agency's on-site coordinator, for
his work during the one-month
operation. -
He also referred to the con-
troversy currently swirling about

EPA, whose director, Anne Burford, " The h geralso spoke

resigned Wednesday in the midst of 3 ; :
a Congressional investigation into “highly ""fm“:'e“;‘l&gmma 1?1?;
g:er:g;ncy s handling of toxic waste ) thcmmdlocal aledl , ﬁpef' et
“These are unusual times for g;ﬂencym:mmgemenl agency
people who work on these sites,” JEE COR €s. o
1 pi ; And while the EPA technicians
ssid Bibko, who vowed 10 s who have worked on the site for the

business as usuzl’ at the agency s past four weeks will be leaving

. !tEima]oﬁ'Ct. - - . »
: fGonﬁnued‘frﬂm Page 1) today, some indicated theyTre.

Borough Manager Mark Coren leaving with &8 favorable impression
id thi ning of Phoenixville.

£ ?{guﬁsf::ow umtu’eﬁrr:uf: wu}ﬂi “A lot of us found a hometown
I completed gency we'd like to move to,” said Poloka

o havel%jsot?{)cted the building after the press conference. _
inspector to ingpect the facility

- throughout for structural integrity
and to take any necessary action,”
said Coren. ‘“The borough's en-
forcement will be vigorous and to
the fullest extent of the law.”

Coren praised the EPA for its
handling of the operation. He noted,
with relief, that there was no need to
institute an evacuation plan that had
beendrawnupincaseofaﬁreor
explosion during the removal

process.
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What they found;

where it went

PHOENIXVILLE — Most of the hazardous material removed by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) from the former Turco Coatings
plant was contained in 640 drums found at the site.

Officials said the drums contained volatile paint solvents and sludges that
could have exploded from the mere drop of a match. .

Samples indicated the presence of napthalene, benzene, ethvlbenzene and
toluene in several of the drums.

In all, some 6,000 gallons of flammable liquids and 350 fiber drums filled
with flammable solids were removed from the site and burned at an in-
cinerator in New Jersey.

Also burned were 50 fiber drums cntaining contaminated clothing used by
workers in the cleanup operation.

Four 20-cubic-yard dumpsters filled with sludge and solid wastes were
taken to a New York landfill, as were 20 tons of contaminated soil and
hundreds of crushed drums.  _

* Some 1,600 gallons of contaminated water were disposed of at an industrial
wastewater treatment facility.

Crews were still at work this morning removing drums filled with non-
hazardous trash and debris.

In addition to the drums, EPA technicians found three large underground
storage tanks containing solvents on the property. The solvents were
removed and the tanks were filled with sand.

o e - = .



SECTION XII

ANALYTICAL INFORMATION
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TURCO COATINGS
Z/16/E83 :

CHRRACTERIZATION KEY

- PHARSE
CHARACTER
PCB SUSPECT
pH
CYANIDE (CN)
HNOZ

" FLRSH PT. of
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(@)

(@)

D)

-

LIOUID
ORGANIC
ND
NEUTRAL
ND
ND

{ 1008

(1)

(1)

(1)
(1)
1)
<1)

(1)

SOLID
INDRGANIC
YES
ACIDIC
YES

YES

) 108 ( 14D
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ROLLINS ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES (NJ) INC.
P.0. BOX 2Z1, ERIDGEPORT, NJ DEO14

TURCO COARTINGS

2/22/€3
DRUM CHRRACTERIZATIONS :
DRUM # PHASE CHAR. PCB PH - CN HNOZ FLASH

1 E M P T Y

2 £ M P T Y
3 E M = T Y

4 E M P T Y :
5 1 0 (%) 1)
£ S | (% %] 1
7 (o) (% - Z 1
g [} (% %} 1
10 7] 1) o 1
11 0 (0] ) (6}
12 © % 0 1

=z 4] 1 0 2
14 14 (72 ? 1
15 % 1 2 o
1€ Z 2 ) ‘ 2
17 o 1 [ z
1€ o 2 z
19 7] 1 ) z
20 (7] 1 ) , z
i 1 (2 (G I 0
=2 1) ) (4] (%]
24 %) o [ %)
2 2 (7] 2 %
2E 2 3 ) =
27 ] (%) ) 0
28 1 0 2 1
29 4 % ) 0
= [ 1 0 z
31 %) @ [} ()
32 ) 7 () (4
34 14 1 2 2
35 7] 1 %) 2
36 1 ) (%) (
37 @ 1 1 @
3e (4] ) 1) 0
39 ) [y . ) 2
4@ E M = T ¥
41 E M P T Y
42 . L] (8 ) 7
43 @ ) 0 2
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45 ) 1 ) =
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DRUM # : PHASE CHAR. PCB pH CN HNO3 FLASH
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APPENDIX A

COMMUNITY RELATIONS PLAN



""THIS PLAN IS ADOPTED AS PHOENIXVILLE BOROUGH'S EIMERZENCY RESPONSE PLAN FOR
A HAZARDOUS MATERIALS/WASTE INCIDENT AT THE TURCO COATINGS INC. SITE LOCATED

AT 711 WHEATLAND STREET PHOENIXVILLE PA.
i

Adopted
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V.

Phoenlxvllle Borough :
Emergency Response Plan for an Incident at the
p Turco Coatings Inc. Site

AUTHORITY and REFERENCES

A. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Emergency Management Services Code - Act No.
1978-323, (PL 1332) November 1978

B. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania Disaster Operations Plan, (as revised), Annex F-
Hazardous Materials, July 1977

C. Pamphlet "Hazardous Materials - Emergency Action Guide" 1980
U. S. Department of Transportation

PURPOSE

To provide maximum protection for all residents of Phoenixville Borough in the

event of 2 hazardous materials incident at the Turco Coatings Inc. site located

at 711 Wheatland St. Phoenixville Pa. and to prescribe the procedures to be followed
in effecting emergency movement of people from danger areas within the Borough

of Phoenixville.

SITUATION
r

A. Turco Coatings Inc. located at 711 Wheatland St. is within Phoenixville
Borough limits.

B. The site, covering a three (3) acre area, is situated on land currently
owned by Thomas Mirable. The site contains approximately Tive hundred and
fifty (550), fifty-five (55) gallon drums of unknown hazardous materials.

C. An incident occurring at this site may require Phoenixville Borough Officials to
evecuate the population within a half (3) mile radius of the site or such safe
distence in any direction as may be necessary. The estimated affected residenf.
population is approximately twenty-five hundred (2500).

ORGANIZAT ION

A. Phoenixville Borough Officials - (Attachment 1)

E. Phoenixville Borough Police - Chief Rodique - 933-1188 Emer. No.

C. Phoenixville Fire Depertment - Chief John Krill - 933-8966 Emer. No.

1. Phoenix Hose, Hook, and Ladder - Assistant Chief Richard Deuble

2. Friendship Fire Co. No. 2 - Assistant Chief Willlam O'Neill

- — -

3. MWest End Fire Co. No. 3 - Assistant Chief Raymond Car‘, Sr,

D. West End Ambulance Service - Captain _ - 933-8966 Emer. No.
X

o N




V. GOVERNING PRINCIPLES

A. The basic principles governing the emergency movement of people from the denger
area are:

1

The minimum number of people shall be moved the shortest practical distance
consisjent with their safety and protection needs.

2. Movement shall be effected in a controlled ond orderly manner and completed
as rapidly as possible.

3. Any spontaneous or unconirolled movement of residents from the danger area
will be noted and reported to the borough E.O0.C. and will not be interfered
with unless positive control measures become nececsary.

4. It is possible that an incident involving hazardous maierials will present
such an immediate high degree of hazard that the incident commander may be
forced to start evecuation before authorization is received from borough ‘
Officials.

B. Emergency operations will be directed from the Emergency Operations Center (EOC)

located at Phoenixville Borough Hall. Phone No. 933-8801

VI, RESPONSIBILITIES

A. General

1.

Primary responsibility for the DECISION 1o remove people from danger areas
rests with the duly-elected heads of government, based on information and
recommendations made by the Emergency Management Coordinator or the Incident
Commander. .

Responsibility for EFFECTING the movement of people from the danger areas
rests jointly with the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency (PEMA),

the Chester County Department of Emergency Services (DES), and the Phoenixvi |l
Borough Emergency Management Coordinator. .

a. PEMA, specifically the Easiern Area Headquarters in Hamburg, has the
responsibility for the coordination, direction and control of the move-
ment when it extends beyond the boundaries of Chester County, and for
such emergency support (Unmet Needs) as Chester County may require. H

b. Chester County Department of Emergency Services has the responsibility ,
for the coordination, digection and control of the movement when it
extends beyond the jurisdiction of Phoenixville Borough, but Is containec
wholly within county boundaries. ’

c. The Phoenixville Borough Emergency Management Organization is responsibl
for the movement when it is accomplished wholly within the boundaries
of its jurisdiction. It is also responsible under the supervision of
the County or Area Emergency Management Agency for assembly of people
being evacuated from another jurisdiction. . ‘



Responsiblllities (cont'd)

B. Specific Responsibilities

1‘

Local Government and Emergency Management Coordinator

a.

i
Develop plans for operations by the Phoenixville Borough in the event
of a8 hazardous materials Incident.

Establish emergency responsiblilities of available municipal personnel
and equipment.

a
Regquest unmet needs from the County. /

Provide tralning for all volunteers operating in the Local Emergency
Management Organization

— e

Establish position of Incident Commander from local Police or Fire Service

Prepare a listing of those locations within the borough, where
hezardous materials/wastes are stored. This listing to include all
known hazardous materials/wastes, any other pertinent information

and telephone numbers of persons to be contacted in case of emergency
et @ site. A copy of this listing should be maintained by the police
end fire depertments who would be first responders to the emergency.

Prepere a listing ot those persons residing in the hazard that may
reguire special Transportation needs

Frepare transpertation requirements from local school or commercial
sources for those residents without transportation.

Provide fire protection

—

Provide local security and traffic control.

Establish Mass Care Center or holding area, with assistance from the
American Red Cross.

When necessary, set up and provide personnel for an E.O.C. on a 24-hour

operating basis.

Evacuate the residents from the hazard area.

e

hpu—-
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VII.  CONCUPT OF OPERATIONG
A. Nedification of the existence of hazardous msilerlals o1 the oite of the forrer
Turco Coatings, Inc. locetled at 711 Wheatland St., Phocnixville, PA. hes been
received by the Phoenixville Emeragency Services.
i
e The following organizations are or may become involvel with en incident
occurring ot the site:

s. ,Phoenixville Borough Police Deparitment

b. Phoenixville Fire Deperiment

(o Phoenixville Sorough Officiale

c. Chesier Coundy Lereriment of Troer ey Lervioe:

C. Checier Coundy Conmiccicners, wht will L« cavises by tio Dire i

Emercency Services.
1. PA. Staie FPolice Imbreeville Barroctk

E. EVACUAT | ON

1. The decision to evacuate shall be mede by 1he local municipal officials
bazsed on informztion received from the local Emercency Menzgement Ccor-
dinator anc lncident Commander.

2 I1f an immediaie evecuation is necessary lo- :uce of the hich degrec of
rish, the decission 1o evacuale chall t. made by the Incident Cormmonder
aciing as ithe represeniative of the municipality witn eccistence from
Depariment of Emergency Services (DES).

3. Assistance in evacuation can be reouvested from the Department of Emergency
Services (DLS)

C. Ac{ion by Phoenixville Fire Depariment )
1.. Incident centrol or suppression !
2. Assist Police Department with notification of residgnis and businesses |
3. Establish Fire-waich a1 the Mess Care Center

D. Aciion by Phoenixville Police Depariment
1. Notificaetion of residents and businesses i
2. Establish and man Traffic Conirol Poinis and establish Evacuation Routes

(Attachment 2 & 3

E Security of evacualed area and Mass Care Center

E. Action by Fire Police
1. Assist Phoenixville Boro Police Depariment with iraffic control

)

L.



CONCEPT OF OPLRATIONS (cont'd)

F. Action by Phocnixville Borough Emerqency Management Coordinator
1. Open Emergency Operating Center

2. Assist Red Cross in establishing Mass Care Center (Attachment &)

i : .

3. Notlfy non-ambulatory residents within evacuation area .’ \
4, Notity businesses within evacuation area 1
azard

5. Notify Phoenixville Hospital of potential

G. Action by Public

1. As directed, occupants of businesses within the hazard area shall leave
until notified to return.

2. As directed, residents living within the hazard area shall follow instructions
given in the EBS statements and those given by police and fire personnel.

H. Action by Public Information Officer
1. Develop materials and identify procedures for the release of emergency
information and instruction to the news media and the public in the event
of an incident at the Turco Coatings Inc. sive.
2. Coordinate all emergency messages with the established EBS stations.
TERMINATION and RE-ENTRY ' .
The duly-elected heads of government will make the decision to tegrminate the incident

when advised it is safe by the Pennsylvania Department of Enviromnental Resources.
Public re-entry shall be supervised by theiPhoenixville Borough ?olice Department.

- —



ATTACHYINT )

PHDENIXVILLE BOROUGH OFFICIALS

MAYOR
Honorable Robert M. Gray
CouNCt L

Joseph A. Fabien, President

E. William Andrews, V. President

C

Ms. Helen M. Rambo, Asslst. Sec.

Theordore Beluch

Owen J. Scanlin

Michael J. Polansky

William F. Hesser

John P. Horenci, Jr.

Mrs. Bonnie K. Auqust

Robert J. Gray

Gerald J. Kowal

John P. Krill

Police Chief Rodriaue

MANAGER

Mark Coren

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR
Donald Sees

DIRECTOR OF PUBL I,Q 7\‘.'33\?(;

Stanley Skrocki
SOLICITOR

Allan B. Greenwood, Esg.

BUS. NO

933-9114

933-5891

933-7182

933-Q858

278-7207
933-8825

964-1 300
ext. 356

933-1470

933-11€E8

933-8801

935-1566

»



Breckenridge Street
Bridge Slree% W.
Buchanan Street
Center Street
Cherry Street
Church Street
Elm Avenue

Fifth Avenue
First Avenue
Fourth Avenue
Gay Street

Hall Street
Kimberton Road
Lincoln Avenue

Logan Street

ATTACHMINT 2

TRAFFIC CONTROL POINTS

Main Street

|
Manavon Sl%eet
Mason Street
HMellon Street
Nutt Road
Paradise Street
Pot House Road
Ridge Avenue
Second Avenue
Second Avenue S.
Starr Street
Third Avenue
Walnut Street
Washington Ave

WVheatland Stree

e



ATTACHMENT 3

EVACUATION ROUTES

I
Gay Street south to Mass Care Center

Buchanan Street south to Nutt Road to Lincoln Stireet to Mmss Care Center

Chester Avenue to Anderson Avenue to Lane Avenue to City Line Avenue to
Mass Care Center

Wheatland Street south to Nutt Road.to Lincoln Street to Mass Care Center

1

!
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ATTACHUENT &

MASS CARE CENTER

Phoenixvilde Jr. High School

Phoenixville Sr. High School




ATTACHMENT 5

NON-AMBULATORY RESIDENTS

SEC /?770;;/((( Lis/



Northern Chester County Community Nursing Services
Jome Heolth Agency

30) Guy Streat
Phocnixvalle, Pennsylvanig 19160

Telephonr 9331263

Car may be needed
Car may be needed

Help to getl to car

Blind - needs to be taken out

Ambulance needed - lives a]onJ

Ambu]ance‘nay be n¢eded

Alone - needs help to leave

May need help -

L]
May need ambulance

eprrepd W



ATTACHMENT 6

BUSINESSES

Danco Tool Co. e®

Pennsylvania Knitwear Corp. No. [EIEE

Superior Beveragpe No.
contact

Phoenix Steel No. _

Rando Industries
Morgan & Lincoln

Kimberton Co.

Lincoln & Walnut St.

U.S. Post Office No. 933-2244

Gay & Church Sts.

\

Coleman Industries No. 933-1150
Morgan & Quick Sts.

A aee—

40 Employees
86 Employces

15 Flv*‘ oyees

!

50 Emplﬂyccs

135 Employees

50 Emplovees

15 Emplovees

10 Minutes
10 Minutes

S Minutes

10 Minutes

!

10 Minutes

10 Minutes

|



I - =X ¢
- /\k : / N PHOENIXVILLE AREAR

_ t ) \ & ——HIGH SCH.
>/SCHUYLKIL[’T(Z SHIP (‘\ N ow oy
¢
MEADOWBROOK
> / N GOLF COURSE
>
] Y
] B c -
Red - LoonyTier AREZ |

(ren-FE1aceaTism Ro=Te5

Yellox - frefé ul ) a1

- E——
e " AT



@ﬁf//?/a,d/’/ CLooles s o F Sl

o i h E PG e i . K S | ) S R = e e e e e

& b, Se - ___ZL&'[/77"/_/ /rx’f*/;_'/f'ﬂxfﬁ_ O T Ot

ﬂ/ﬁ‘/u’/c’/ = /VA’/\' [; e, /7’754:(/7{/;:/ S &24«7/ Va7t 2 e
4 /»u/é/{r'o/ / Pc/(’/:/’//c 20 A Se o~

Sl /‘z (/ A~ /(/:_ ///;j cenrch FestS )

A. /6 <6 poor COrSricies s L /E‘/{,zw/r
Hwr wrarre T e b LA

B Lo P STEC S e ///""/'_/("r?"(‘/'/lf’;:/ o 507
,4/:’//’/:”.&‘/*//- //‘(’/4/ c A v E-.

(7 /Dc’/ L7 S AR /;7?.{7,//"//(’/,/} - //[//.ﬁé/_c"_
ot /"(./_5'/ Se f%{/ o D S, /("[/r /r'/r"/r}'.

Vgl O — /7 Corez. /"(/é'_g;’c/ A, /7[’%/5//’/(/’4 £ acdie

Y /5” /;’/’6 s S /:/rﬂ S S ITRg” s (‘/ ro

/1///// // 5 gl s eis s sl /[‘(/ AL

/—C’f/.df'/( # BT eSS 74 /7(} S P72P77€ A AT //

ezt Ao {‘/’/ 5 (/ )

. P oy s /r/-vc/‘,/:; ;. Sl //’(ﬁ/‘u'-”c///?
S S, Aot s Alf Aess At SF P,
/’/([/*//z//zzj /F/’:/,;//'r-r Are _Z’ & /r'/v' 7Y

Cc/(’/t/ /t/(’//é’(/féj/"’/'/ //)'79//:‘//5’ {(,/'/'//'}(
/f c’;/(c‘,f’zéaf'

e = N Lorern retdded 2, THK ) ferr e ) okt

7(7,:,7&—.//:/; A/ cooFos Floror Lec /2 > g

T Cev '//’a’f crS /'é‘/"(//-"/f_f 7 Fo¥e n-"/'r:{,/ /r ("/ /:'/?’//f'-? PP
_ ; |



APPENDIX B

SITE SAFETY PROTOCOL
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e Ok 3
/ SITE SAFETY PROTOCOL

..
Turco Coatings de
0 o 2 Removal Action m 0
GENERRL

This protocol addresses the safety procedures that will be followed by any
and all personnel visiting the site or involved in the CERCLA removal
acitivity at the Turco Coatings. The protocol will remain in effect

‘until the 0SC certifies that the activity is terminated. It does not
supercede any Federal OSHA or State or local regulations but is in

addition to them. In the event of a conflict between this protocol and

a regulation, the more stringent of the two will be in force. The protocol
is in accordance with and refers to the terminology used in the Office of
Emergency and Remedial Response (OERR), Interim Standard Operating Safety
Procedures (attached).

Since data available at the present time does not allow a complete
characterization of the barrelled waste on the site, levels of protection
for personnel will be set in accordance with the hazard of the job
function and location on-site as indicated on the attached diagram.

Respiratory Protection Program

A1l lcontractor and governmental personnel involved in on-site activities

shall have a written respiratonyprotection program and prove that they

are physically fit to wear a respirator. A1l personnel wearing air-purifying
respirators on-site are required to be fit tested, while those wearing pressure .
demand self-containing breathing apparatus or air-line apparatus, must be  :.
properly trained and experienced in their use. ‘All respiratory protection
equipment is to be properly decontaminated at the end of each workday.

Persons having beards or facial hair must not wear a respirator.

Training and Medical Monitoring Program

Personnel will have either formal training or prior on-the-job training
for those tasks they ae assigned to perform on the active site.. A1l unfamiliar
activities will be rehearsed beforehand.

A11 contractor and governmental personnel who are exposed to hazardous ‘levels
of chemicals shall prove that they are enrolled in a medical monitoring

program.



General Safety Rules and Equipment ..

a. There will be no eating, drinking'of smoking in the Ex¢lusion Area or
out side of the Centamination Reduction Area.

b. A1l personnel must pass througﬁ the Contamination Reduction Area to
enter the exit the Exclusion Area.

c. An emergency eye wash will be on thecout side of the Contamination
Reduction Area.

d.  As a minimum, an emergency deluge shower/spray can is to be located
"on the clean sideof the Contamination Reduction Area. o

e. At the end of the work day, all personnel working in.:the Exclusion G .
Area shall take a hygienic shower. R S

f. A1l supplied breathing air shall be certified as Grade D or better.

g. Where practical, all tool/equipment will be spark proof, explosion
resistant, and/or bonded and grounded.

h. Fire extinguishers will be on-site for equipment or personnel fires
only.

i. Since site evacuation may be necessary if an explosion, fire, etc.
occurs on-site, an individual shall be assigned to sound a horn.
For example, the evacuation signal may be two long blasts every 30
seconds until all personnel are evacuated and accounted for. i

j. A first-aid kit will be on-scene at all times during operational hours. J%; i)
An oxygen inhalator respirator and a qualified operator will be available.: " .
The location of these items on-site will be posted. e it Ftl

k. Persons having beards or facial hair must not wear respirators.

1. No parking of non-essential vehicles inside of the fense line will be
permitted since safety lanes may be obstructed.

Morning Safety Meeting

A morning safety meeting will be conducted each day for all site personnel

who sign a daily attendance sheet. Thé safety procedures, evacuation

procedures, and escape procedures, as well as the day's planned operations,

should be discussed. o
‘ -

Control at the Site

Access to the site will be resticted by barricades and engineer tape or _
rope. Entry to and exit from the site shall be through the designated points -
except in a life-threatening emergency. g = o :

A1l persons entering the site shall sign in and out ‘at' the 0SC command post. o =




4. A1l equipment entering the CRA must be decontaminated prior to leaving

« the CRA. _
» Y. F-
Support Area

"y s

1.- No contaminéted'equipmeht or personne]nma}'eﬁfer the Support Area.
2. Due to the proximity of theSA to the CRA, emergency escape masks will
be available in the Support Area in case of a release of toxic vapor..

" Their location willi:be prominently posted in the area.  beran s Y

3.1;Ex¢ept in the case of a release of a toxic vapor, Level D -wi11:behT ’
appropriate for all personnel in the Support Area.

4. Emergency excape routes and procedures for the SA will be established
and reviewed as appropriate at each morning safety meeting.

Decontamination Protocol

A11 equipment and personnel entering the Turco Coatings must be be thoroughly
decontaminated prior to leaving the gate. Since there are various protocol and
equipment available for this purpose decontamination techniques are applicable.
Such determination will be made on a day-to-day basis as on-site operations
dictate. - -y

S

On-Site Air Monitoring

Since Level C protection appears to be applicable, a limited air monitoring. .
program 1S necessary. Background data on the materials on-site indicates;,géﬁéA
. that the principle air problem will be from toxic organic compounds such™ -0
as dichloroethylene. The following program will therefore, be insituted
to identify and quantitate these vapors.

MY ¥a
P e

Total vapor/gas air monitoring will be corducted daily with the photoionizer/OVA.'
The number of sampling stations and locations will vary with atmospheric
conditions. Generally, total vapor/gas readings will be taken at ground level,
breathing zone, and near the surface of the suspected hazardous waste. Sample
stations will be within the suspected contaminated area as well as downwind near
the property line.

After defining those siiterlocations which have the highest total vapor/gas
readings, personnel monitoring pumps with carbon/Tenax thermal desorption :
tubes will be run in those areas. The type of collection pumps, media, and -
flow rates will vary. The initial set-up, however, will consist of a personnel:
monitoring pump (accuhaler 808), Tenax thermal desorption tubes with back up
tubes operating at 100cc/min, for sufficient time to pull a minimum of 5 liters-
per sample. Initially, AM and PM samples will be collected to establish a .-
base line of data. Sample stations will be within the suspected contaminated

area as well as downwind and upwind near the property line.

_ If contaminates are revedTed at the above mentioned sampling stations on the: '’

field GC (Centrury OVA q/ Thermal Desorber), additional personnel monitoring: "~
pumps will be run with those containing the Tenax thermal desorption tubes.: 1
Initially, the additional collection tubes used will be the 100 mg and 600 mg ..
carbon ~collection tubes pending suspected minimum volume of 10-15 Titers taken.
These samples will be analyzed off-site following the NIOSH Organic Solvents
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Designation of Work Areas at the Site

The entire site will be divided into three areas and desi%nated:
(1) Exclusion Area which is known to be or have a potential for becoming

contaminated;
(2) The Contam1natfbn Reduction Area where decontamination of personne] Z7
and equipment exiting the Exclusion Area is performed; ( . e fl

(3) The Support Area which is not contaminated.

Changes in Designation of Work Areas

As work progresses on-site, the OSC may determine that an area previously
designated as an EA is no longer classified in that manner. It is not
intended, however, to change the designation of theCRA since this may
involve the movement of the decontamination facilities and added expense.

Safety Procedures and Levels of Protection

Exclusion Area

1. A1l personnel shall enter and exit the Exc1u51on Area through the fj“;,?;;
Contam1nat10n Reduct1on Area ety B : - J,r_;' LA
2;- Emergency excape routes from the Exclus1on Area-will be established" ek f'
and rev1ewed as appropriate at each morning safety meeting.
'-3? A]] personne] in the Exclusion Area shall use the protect1ve equipment. _
. designated for their JOb funct1on but 1n no case sha]l 1ess than Leve1 i
be used. o T R e, s e B ?fgf

R B Ve YA . L,

4.'_Personne1 perform1ng the fo]]ow1ng Jjob funct1ons in"the Exclusion Area w111
. utilize the designated level of'protection equipment.

or; tsa 5

.. and-direct or indirect disturbance 'of a ‘full-barrel will be performed%
soS%noin Level 'C. ¢ This - app]1es ‘to:anyone 1nv01ved, 1nc]ud1ng equ1pmentm- ;-'-
e operators ' “'_’:“_-\ﬁ\‘pv.ﬂﬁi_. R T cpNrs
'.b; Liquid transfer1ng operations (pumping and bu1k1ng of waste) will

be perforned in Level B.

Y SRl g, 4k |—
ST TR o S S S Sk (A SR Y R --‘- 1L

= Ca. So11 removal operations will be performed in' Leve] C due to the -;5;
' possibility of uncover1ng vo]at11e mater1a15 SRR M At AT, ot
~d.. Observers and supervisory personne] not d1rect1y involved in 0 ) ., S
- any of the above operat10n5 will utilize Level C providing total '
vapor concentration in air determined by a photoionization’ or f1ane A
i ionization detection 1nstrument remains be]ow 5 ppm. 5

Contam1nat1on Reduction Area

= P L :
"4 sl i

1.-,Personne1 and equ1pment decontam1nat1on w111 be performed in Leve1 C

& .

2 5A1] personnel enter1ng the CRA will utilize a minimum of Level C protect1on

3. A]] personnel enter1ng the CRA must decontaminate or remove outer boots
and outer garments prior to leaving the CRA.
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in Air Method No. P&CAM 127 as closely as possible with the option for
further analysis, if necessary.

Additional air sa@p11ng will be dependent on the data obta1ned from this" ;3:
sampling scheme. ; N

EMERGENCY PROCEDURES

In the event of a medical or other emergency, the OSC or his designee will
notify the appropriate authority. The following 1ist of phone numbers will
be posted prominently at each telephone on-site:

1. FIRE: West End Fire - 933-8966

2. AMBULANCE: West End Ambulance - [} Direct Line —

3. POULICE: Phoen1xv1l1e Borough - 933-1188 -

4. FEDERAL GOVERNMENT: (EPA Region) ~ (215) 597-9898

5. STATE GOVERNMENT: (Env1r0nmentﬁHea1th Agency) PA DER 631-2420

B COUNTY/CITY GOVERNMENT: Mark Coren - Phoenfxv1lle Borough - 933-8801

7. EPA ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE TEAM:- 201-321-6660

8. PHOENIXVILLE HOSPITAL: - - 933- 9281 '-‘ uf
L . 3 : Director of Nursing - .'™




l

-
’
- |

"fKaue rea.A f/xe '7&rco Coq'hnjs S, 7‘6 §szd7 Pm¥oco/
mo u_,dk\’ﬁ/awd) _17L5 on TL&’/?"/*S - e HE

e -

= ik o
L IRLR-® O ¢
(% A Sy 2O
vl
Bt
o
A=
I §.rhesa |
l:
\
i
i
.’
{ .
{
l - ,,— -— — e ——————

S T L PP i
i 3 5% e > Lo
| B8 Do .-‘ 'v),"“.’.‘ % . ‘_____'
—_ - ‘,‘7, :._‘!' .
,!
; ?:.’ : o R
R AP 2 L
4 by
By et | _.A-—'—’—‘——-’_
2 -— — — _— —
2 i
SRR ) . SRS s oo | SSSITIDERESEE TP = g 5 S St ety =
y i -



SITE NUMBER 1 S SITE NAME LR.C.Q_QQAII_N_G_S

Regional Response Team Standing Members indicated with a check mark and
date have received a copy of this On-Scene Coordinators Report.

R.R.T. Member REPRESENTING DATE

Donald Footer UiSs DDA 4/”/%

Harold Stanford U.S. D.O.C. 4/(}/{@
John Barker U.S. D.0.E. 4/{//36 j
Frank Piecuch Ue8s DuOsHa & HeSs 4////3@

Walter Pierson F.E.M.A. 4//!@
Anita Miller UiSe D01 4//1/8'(.

VUSRENISKINS

Patricia Casano U.S. D.0.J. 4[}[/%

John Barry U.S. D.0.L. 4’/”/@
Capt. Pete Lauridsen U.5.C.G. — 5th Dist. 4/”/%6

Ron Nelson MD. D.O.H. & M.H.

Dwight Worley PA. D.E.R. 4/{,7% \/
Norman McTague VA. S.E.S. 4//0@& \/
William Razor DE. D.0.P.S. '

Timothy Laraway W.VA. D.0O.N.R.

Dr. Michael Heeb U.S. D.0.D. 4/’//36

William Ruby D.C. C. & R.A.O. 4//:/&5

Hans Crumb N.R.T. A/H(GZG

Regional Response Center U.S5. E.P.A. Region III
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